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Moſt Excellent Majeſty. 


MADAM, 


b."4 OUR Majeſty hath in 


a higher degree, beyond 
all yourPredeceſlors, fulfill d that 


Gracious Prophecy to God's 
Church; and Kings ſhall be thy 


Nurſong- Fathers, and the Queens 


thy Nurſi ing-Mothers, Ila. 49. 
23. And as with one Breaff 
you have Graciouſly nouriſhed 


the Church ; ſo with the other, 


you have ſupplied the preſling 
Neceſſties of the Civil State; 


A 4 Great 


iv he Deditation. 
Great Engagements to Love 


and Dutifulneſs to your Ma- 


jeſty upon Church and State. 
What is truly Religious, 
Great and Royal, your Ma- 


jeſty (as your late Predeceſſors) 


has proclaimed open War a- 
gainſt the Immoralities, the 
moſt Formidable Enches both 
of Church and State; and that 
you may proſper in this truly 
Holy War, (wherein the Al- 
mighty God is on your fide) is 
the Hearty FO: of all good 
Men. 8 
And the EA's Deſis ign of this 
{mall Treatiſe (here 1 in all Hu- 
mility offered to your Majeſty) 
is to point out, and direct the 
"a | way how to engage 
1. , and 
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The Dedication. v 
and fight the Enemy with Suc- 
. 
It is in the Power of the 
Eſtabliſhed Church and State, 
to do Wonders in this high 
concern, and to ſhew its ſelf 
in all its ſtrength and beauty; 
and this your Majeſty ſhould 
ſoon find to your own Joy 
and Happineſs, if what the 
Author here propounds were 
heartily ſet about. 
Some brave Men are already 
engaged as Voluntiers in this No- 
ble Enterprize of giving a ſtop to 
Wickedneſs; but their Numbers 
are few, and their ſtrength too 
weak to effect their Wilkes inall 
Places; ſo that all their honeſtEn- 
deavours will, it is to be feared, 
endinlittle morethanSkirmiſh,it- 
1 #3 they 
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vi The Dedication. 

they be not ſupported: with a 
more ample Power: All that 
they can propund to themſelves 
(beſides the Satisfaction of 
doing their own Duty, as 
good Chriſtians, and of doing 
other Mens more proper Work 
2 whom it belongs by more 


Particular and Special Obli- 


gations, beſides this) all that 
can be reaſonably expected 
from theſe Societies, cannot be 
a general Refotmation of Man- 


ners ; but only a partial Re- 


formation in ſome of our 


great Cities and Towns Cor- 


een nor; For 
But the Method here Pro- 
poſed would gain the Point, 


and almoſt deſtroy che Enemy 


both root and branch, in e- 
e 1 


e 


2 Ry 4 5 £45” : * - 
EE oe a Teo bo OG is 


, 23 PR” . 
Ry "2 NO, * OO 2 
& Yai n 
oof 
_ F ae <J 2th 
+ 7 
* * 


8 
KEY ee ER 
8 r  - xthans 3 


Th _ an 0 


very art and place 'of your 


Majeſty's Kingdom, where 


the eſtabliſhed Church pre- 


vails. 


And beſi des, the Method 


here propoſed is no more than 


what flows naturally from our 
Conſtitution in Church ang 
State; and is ſo ſuitable to 
the Rules and Laws of 
both, that one would think all 


that love our Church and 
State ſhould readily embrace 


WE 
And, ſure i ir were very * ie 


to convince all Mens Judg- 
ments, that they are bound to 


God, and your Majeſty, to diſ- 
charge their Duties in their 
ſeveral Poſts, or reſign. their 
Offices of Truſt ; which Duties, if 
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85 9 84 The Dellichtion 1 
they would diſcharge, a gene- 
ral Reformation of Manners 
neceſlarily and eaſily fol- 
lows. 
Bur Immoralities are every 5 
. where ſpread, and arebecome 
lle a Veteran Army, that is 
very numerous as well as po- 
tent, bold, and daring; and 
what is worſe. than chis, they 
have. gained too great a Con- 
federac) within our ſelvs. 
And therefore this Author's 
Ih ign is to awaken, and to 
raiſe the utmoſt. Poſſe borh of 
Church and State againſt them. 
The learned Lord, Verulam 
8 IF whom the Author makes 
8 Jome uſe in the enſuing Tracts) 
_ -gives. Thie Advice tothe learned 
King Tens: the Firſt (your Ma- 
F893 OS ke jclty s 
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The Dedicatibn. ix 


jeſty s great Grand- Father) that 
there would not need ſo much 
the Severity of the Penal Laws, 


if the Sword of the Spirit were 


better edged 3 by the ſtrength- 


ening the Authority and ſup- 


preſſing the Abuſes of the 
Ann 5 


* 


And he alſo ſuggeſts to that 


learned Prince, whether he 


ſhould not think fit to give 
ſtrength to the general Coun- 
cil of the Clergy (the Con- 


vocation Houſe) which was 


then reſtrained, when the State 


of the Clergy was looked upon 
as a ſuſpected Part of the King- 
dom, by Reaſon of their Ho- 


mage to the Biſhop of Rome. But 


now it is otherwiſe; and who are 
more loyal to the Crown, and 
h more 


x The Dedication. 


more ſerviceable to the State, 


than the Clergy of our eſta- 1 


bliſhed Church ? 


But this and whatever tbe 


Author hath here propoſed to 
be done, for the Glory and 
Safety of our eſtabliſhed Church 
and State, muſt be entirely left 
to your Majeſty Y — and 
Pious Care. 

And no Man can Fe of 
your Majeſtys Readineſs to 
excite and quicken all Orders 


of Men, to do their Duties, as 
well as to ſtrengthen the Inces-- 


eſt of your Church and State, 


ſo far, and in ſuch a method, | 
as has we may all be happy if | 


we will. 

And with this aſſurance, the 
Auchor offers "OP his daily 
Pray- 
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Ie Dedicatiou. xi 
Prayers for your Majeſty, that 
your Reign may be Proſperous, 


ö and your Days many and 
eaſie. 


EEE 


Your Majeſty s 


Moſt Humble, 
and moſt Dutiful N 


Subject and Servant. 
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TO THE 


6 Honourable Houſes 


OF 2. 
PARLIAMENT. 


HE Author of this 
| Treatiſe moſt humbly 
conceives, that he hath pointed . 
out a plain, direct method for 
a general Reformation of Man- 


ners; and thereby to ſtrength- 
en the mutual Intereſts of our 
Church and State: Which if 
it be agreeable to your wiſer 
Sentiments, he then only hum- 


: bly begs, in behalf of our eſta- 


bliſhed 
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To the Honourable, &c. 
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(CONTENTS 
| of the enſuing Treatiſe, contain- 
ed in Five Chapters. 


ö Chap I. Concerning Epiſcopacy, « or 
' the Higher Order of tbe Church: 
Muewing the Neceſſity and Sea- 
 * . ſonableneſs of every W 5 
doing all bis own proper V 
11. in Perſon, in order to a ren 
Reformation of Manners. p. 1 
Chap. II. Concerning the Paro- 
chial Clergy of this Nation: 
ſhewing . defects being ſup- 
pied, they would have a mughty 
force to plant Practical Religion, 


and to reform Manners. p. 46 
I Chap. III. C oncerning Family Re- 

Eos and the good Order and 
„ | e Go- 


he Contents. 
Goyernment in Families; ſhew- 


ing the abſolute neceſſity of this | + 
to preſerve Subſtantial Religion 

in the Nation, and to reſtrain 

Wickedneſs: 193, , p. 75 


Chap. IV. Concerning 4 ; Religious 
Ma giſtrac); ſhewing the abſo- 
lute neceſſi ity of having ſuch, in 


order to a general Reformation 
or Maes, p.89 


Chap. * Concerning. the Pacifi- 
cation of the Church: ſhewmg 


hom to promote a happy Union © 


"Ve Church and State: And that 


Union is bighly neceſſary to effett | 


Wa general Reformation of Man- 
„5 l 
Corallavies from the "whole, with 

ne, Prayers, one for the Oiizen, 
. other fo for all Orders of Men. 
b 2 NO 66. 8 p. 126 
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— ＋ every Biſhop's 

| doing all his own proper Work, 
in Perſon ; and more eſpecially | « 
| of managing bis own Juriſdi- l cc 
tian without, Deputies; in or- 40 

der to 4 general e of e 
Manners, and ſhewing that this cc 

; Propoſal for the good of our e ce 
22 church and State is ce 

Practicable. 180 Li 


"THE Authors Bufines h 
here is not to meddle 
with any Diſputes, or 
to reflect upon any of the 
preſent Orders amongſt us: 
May our Epiſcopacy have *q 
all the Benefits and ſtrength of N 
Argumencs which many, learn- 2 
ed Men have Zivenit, ee, 3 
x enjoy all cheir Hong! 


* 

3 
7 

| : A „ 


„ ſupplyed by Toleration o 


n 


| lll Members of our Church, 


41 


and Proffts, and ſome of thema 
better Maintenance, © which, 
in ſome Particulars, is not 
( ſufficient; and therefore for- 
„ merly were enforced to be 


Commendams ; z things of them- 
ſelves unit, „ andfe ever held 
of no good report. Thus 
Lite Lord Chancellor Bacon 
tells King James che Firſt in 
his Conſiderations, touching 
the Pacification and Edification 
of che Church of England. 
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[4] . 
which will never be, unlefs 0 
all Orders of Men do with 1"! 
Faithfulneſs, Zeal and Courage, 
put forth their utmoſt Strength 8 
and Vigour to carry on ſo n 
Honourable a Work, and ſo n 
abſolutely neceſſary to ſave © 
our Church and State. 9 
Nou the Biſhops being the ſe 
great Wheels that move the 
Church, as well as the Superi- 
our Shepherds of the ſeveral * 
Hocks, this Noble Work muſt 
begin with them. And ſure it is 
no fault to remind ſuch good 
Men of what great” and good 
Men have formerly thought ne- 
ceſſary for them to do z and * 
Lam ſure as neceſſary, or much t 
more neceſſaryi now to reduce 
0 Practice * n 
oi ra 01 
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1 1 5 1 ” 
6 3 of A World. And therefore 
h ö my Buſineſs is to ſhew, how 
| we may and ought to feel the 
+0 great Benefits of that Govern- 
ſo ment in our Church; which 
Gf | muſt be by Praying them to 
ve come in to Execute all their 
con proper Work within their 
be | ſeveral Dioceſles. 
he By this means we ſhould 
+. all reap the great Good of 
val 3 their more immediate Preſence 
it and Influence, which would, 
% with a mighty force, affect 
the whole Church and every 
od Member in it. 
And therefore I beg no 
d Pardon if I beſpeak them in 
the Words of our Ky oe 
« and ſerious. Dr. Hammond, 
de Bus, Conſi derations of 3 
1 B 4 Governe 


"Fel 


Government where 0 after le 4 
had laboured to — our 
Epiſcopacy by ſeveral ſtro ng i 
Arguments) he tells the Worl 1 
what St. Chryſoftom's Judgment 1 
was, Viz. 1 
That the Burthen of a Bi. 1 
ſhop was formidable, even 
to an Angel to undergo. 
And if the Corruption of 
latter Times be affirmed to 
have changed that State of 
© things, 1 anſwer, that the 
c reſtoring Epiſcopacy to its 
& _=_ Burthen , well 3 
Re putation, were a 3 
* 3 worthy of Reformers. 9 
And it is ſo far from my 
e defire that any ſuch care 
5 , chou id be ſpared, that it 

is now my Publick, ſolemn 3 
— N "1 7. bk eti- 1 
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Petition , both to Got © 


and Man, that the Power 


of the Keys, and the Ex- 


erciſe of that Power; the 
due Uſe of Confirma- 
tion, and (previous to 
that) Examination and 
Tryal of Youth, a ſtrict 
Search into the Man- 


ners, and Tempers , 


and il nie of thoſs 
that are to be admit- 
ted into Holy Orders, 


« and to be Licentiate for 


Publick Preachers, ma 
conſcienciouſſy be 1 
ed and taken Care of, 
as Matters of infinite LN 
Eternal Importance, by 
©: Every Biſhop „ in his own 
Dioceſs. 


Dioceſs. But farther ob- 


ſeve., "we urgeth , Viſitati- 


ce 
cc 
cc 
Cc 
CC 
cc 
cc 
"CC 


ons: The Viſitation of 


each Pariſh. in each Dio- 


ceſs, and the Exerciſe 


of a Church Diſcipline 
upon. all Offenders ,, to- 
gether. with, painful, 

mature, and ſober 
Preaching - and Cate» 


chiſing ; Studies of all 
© kinds and Parts of The- 
ological Learning 3 Lan- 
guages Conover jes, 


Writings ak the Sclioale 


and Caſuiſts ; be. ſo far 


taken into: Conſideration 


lg our Law-makets, and 
far n in the 
BCC i colla- 


. N 7 N N . 2 Ah adit a ay * 
2 F a 8 8 * . . 3 Gy 
; » CIS . 2 "SY "7 * 5 . ww *, "IT * e * . 
1 ; += Þ &*. > a we ; SY 
- — I af 1 6 *. 8 bo 
: = 8 : — 4 3 * 
8 : "©" 
8 | * 2 
#2 TY P 
S * 
ö *; "th 
* 


1 & Church, Pre- 


ferments and Dignities; and 


ſo much of Duty required 


of the Clergymen, and ſo 
little left Arbitrary and at 


3 large; that every Church 


4 moſt. Paſſionate Wiſh, 


Pre in this Kingdom 
may have ſuch a due Bur- 


then annexed to it, that no 


Ignorant Perſon ſhould be 


able, and no Lazy or Luxu- 


rious Perſon willing or for- 


ward to undergo | 8 | 
And it was Dr. Hammond s 


Thar 


7 thoſe; who © Sincerly wiſh 
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the good of this National 
Church, that they will en- 
deayour their utmoſt to re- 
vive the Means of Regain· 


0 ge the purity. and exem- 


57 = 


1 [ 10 1 1 
ary Lives of all its Mem- 
< bers, when God ſhall open 3 

BY Door A 1 

And ſure that Deor is now ki 
open. Our Gracious Queen, and o 
the Honourable Houſes of 
Parliament, have opened the 
Door, and have given their Aſſi- 
ances, by enacting Laws a- 
gainſt Immoralities. 

And no doubt they are 
ready to do much more for the 
good of God's Church. 

By what is already men- 
Shed and declared from this 
Leatned and Pious Man of 
our own Church; ; it is viſible © 
what his. udgment was about 
the proper means and the 
plain way to procure a Gene- 
ral 8 f Manner. 4 
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n. Bur to ſhew more plainly 
[ the Advantages to Church and 

State, by every Biſhops doing 
w his own proper Work in | Jus 
id | own Perſon : : 


je 1ſt, Did all of 1 * 
i- Order in the Church ih to 


* diſcharge themſelves in all the 
Parts of Duty eſſential to their 
Order; as Preaching, Pray- 


ad 
9 


ce ing, Adminiſtting the Holy 
Communion, and what is their 
Peculiar (as Biſhops) Confer- 
is ring Holy Orders, and Con- 
f firming with due Examination 


and care; And more eſpeci- 
| F ally did they i in their own Per- 
e ſons execute their Spiritual 
= | Juriſdiction, and not deleague 

= their 


their Power to Officials, Com- 
 miſffaries, (whoſe Gain is their 
Godlinels in many of them) 


this very thing, this firſt | ſtep, 


would be a great Reformation 


of it ſelf; as it would re- 


move he great va | 


Reform- - 


to this great Work g 


ing. For as the Juriſdiction hath 
been managed, it hath en 
a ſcandal to the Church; 

© hath been oppreſſing to 0 
Site. and a grief and great 
diſheartning to the Pious En- 
deavours a the moſt Laborious 


Part of the Clergy; it hath 


made the Church Men contem- 
ptible by the Inſolence and 
Rudeneſs of the Officers of 
thoſe Courts, and hath rather 


en» 
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encouraged Vie than depiſſe 


n 
PY 5 15 


it. 

In Word. ſuch Manage- 
Wia a8 have Bes en made, have 
enriched only ſome 1427 the 


baſer ſort of Men, by long 


and catyrable Suts, and, b. 


cret Commiirarion | of. i Pen- 
anccs, which, * by manage ed, 
Havi! fil d there private Pres 
and look like Pop e 
encies. . (18 . 
And therefore 1 uwBly e con 
ceive it to be the ng 0. 
tereſt of the Nation, that all Bi- 
ſhops 1 ſhould bear the Weight 
and Burthen of their own c Of- 
fices, ) iffir were only to dil 
change” us of theſe. juſt Com- 
E Nilchließ. ated 


'FF * 26 5 K 


— & 4 


TIS 7 erte! 


y 


me.” 2dly, 


24h, Did 8 5 _ in- 
ſtead of Deleaguing their Po- 
wer, and Governing by ſuch 
Men; and inſtead o uſing 
Perſpe&tives to overeſee the 
Inferior - Shepherds and Uri 
Flocks at a great Diſtance 

Would they come an ? vin t 
each Pariſh in their Dioceſs, 
and ſee how they do, and how 
matters go; (At the: 15th 
Chapter, v. 36. ) and 3 
they keep their own Courts in 
Perſon, witk fit and proper 
Alftance of their own Clergy, 
and then and there take , oc- 
caſion Publickly to diſcoutſe 
of the weight of act Oath 
Lawfully taken; and the dan- 
ger of not keeping it; and of 
n — 75 Wink Fw 

7 " hw 
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the puricy of Marriage, and 

the danger of Sins of Unclean- 
> neſs, and Drunkenneſs, and | 
> Prophane Common Swear- 
ing; and the danger of Schiſms 
and Diviſions, and other Sins 
too Common amongſt us; 
and of the Preciouſneſs of a 
good Name; and repairing of 
4 Churches; and the neceſſity of 
going to the Holy Commu- 
nion, and of Family Piety and 
? good Government in Families; 
and enjoining Penances in a 
Serious and. ſolemn manner 
upon all Offenders, without 
any reſpe&t or partiality (as 
the caſe requires) and reconci- 
ling Penitents to their own Pro- 
fit, and the Profit of others; 
and compoſing Differences; and 


en- 


enquiring into the Charities and 


Bequeſts given to the Church or 
Poor; and to ſee that they run 
in their proper Channels. DidBi- | 
ſhops perform all theſe and ſuch | 
like things peculiarto their Offi- | 
ces, in their own Perſons, and 
chus aſſiſt and work with the 
Inferior Shepherds; Is not 
this the plain direct way to 
effect ſucceſsfully a Genetal 
Reformation of Manners? Let 


the World judge. 
Oh! bew happy and Flou- 
riſhing would our Church 
and State be. 


Chriſtianity would ſlew ie 2 


elf in all its Beautie. All 
good Mens Hearts would 


leap for Joy 1 to ſee the Glorious 1 


change. 49: 13.8 29108 
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Then we ſhould el) upon 
Biſhops as the Angels of their 


ſeveral Dioceſſes and Churches 


of Chriſt: Becauſe we ſhould 
feel them ſuch by their con- 
ſtant Guardianſhip and pious 
Care; and the Benefits of 
Epiſcopacy would never be 


1 more diſputed, our Grievances 


would ceaſe, our juſt Com- 


2 | plaints againſt the Spiricual 


Courts and their Oppreſſions 
and Scandals would be at an 


end. 


Diety and good Manners 
would ſhine. Wickedneſs in 
the greateſt , Perſons would 
ſneak and hide at leaſt, and 


practical found Knowledge 


would ſpread and abound all 


over oer Land. : 
1 C . Kor 


181 


Nor wick any envy the | 
Honour or great Revenues of 
ſome Biſhops: But the Na- 
tion being thus made ſenſible 


of che Benefits and infinite 
Advantages of their Govern- 


ment, would believe it their 
1 Intereſt to honour 
and ſupport them; and would 
rather pity the Burthen of 
thoſe few that have thoſe pain- 
ful Offices aſſign d them. 


zah, Did Biſhops do their 


own proper Work in their own 
Perſons, this would give 
od firength to the Biſhops them - 
c ſelves, and countenance to the 
Inferior Clergy, and the better 
« iſſue and proceeding to 


© thoſe Cauſes that ſhall paſs: 
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And this is a Reformation 
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4 in the Church that might 
2 be planted ſine ſtrepitu, with- 


out any Perturbation at all. 


_ the Noble Verulam tells 


the "learned King James the 
Firſt, 
And moſt certainly it Nee: | 
beget a better Correſpondence 
roo betwixt the Biſhops and 
the lower Houſe of Convo- 
cation; and a greater endear- 
ment and- familiarity betwixt 
all Biſhops and their reſpective 


| Clergy in every Dioceſs; and 


whatever Itregularities might 


be found amongſt the Inferior 


Shepherds, this method would 


2 © eaſily Cure and Remedy. 


4thly, For the Seaſonableneſs 
of this Propoſal, and neceſſity 


of reducing 1 it now into Pra- 
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ctice; this any common Un- 
derſtanding may diſcern. Let 
the Corruption of our Spiri- 
tual Courts be conſidered; and 
more eſpecially the general Cor- 


ruption of Manners through- 


out the Nation; and God's 
Judgments lately felt, and 


more we may juſtly fear: Who- 


ever hath a ſerious Thought 
about theſe things muſt needs 
conclude within | himſelf, that 
now is the time for the Church 
to ſhew its ſtrength, and for 


the higher Order in our Church 


do aſſert their own Juriſdiction, 
and to exerciſe it uncorruptly. 
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- -1. Crying Sins of all forts 


us. 


2. The 
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do generally prevail amongſt 
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2. The means of Grace 
4 Reforming are too re- 
miſly and r executed by 
very many; and a general 
Formality JAS Deadneſs in Re» 
ligion creeps. apace upon us, 
And little Improvements do 
appear under the Holy Orr 
dinances 


A ſort of Sloch and Co 


ſuality ſeems to ſeize many of 
all Orders of Men. 


The Cenſures of ho 
Chanch are not dyly execured, ? 


to the Reformation of Man - 


m_ and too often are made 
Pecuniary Muléts, to the fils; 
ling private Officers Purſes. 
5. The ſacred... Oaths ol⸗ 
Church-Wardens - and Con- 
ſtables are far from being 


aw © kept; 


> SM bs 


kept; 1 fear almoſt a general 
i eee too 1 near 
it. A 
6. Some Magiſtrates | are 
cold and remiſs; ſome others 
py diſcourage Honeſt In- 
formers; and / conſequently 
the Profecucioni of Immorali- 
ties. | 
7. Forms and Ceremonies 
are extolld by many; and 
good goo wy them "kele S 
eſteemed. 
Are not 7 chings- pfe- 
ſages / and Introductions to Sor- 
rows" and Miſeries to the Na- 
tion? And is it not ſeaſona- 
ble and neceſſary that the 
Spiritual Sword Qiculd be edg- | 
ed and ſharpened, and ow its 
proper Execution 1 * | 

j 1 fire 
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Here I cannot but call to 
mind whatis well obſerved by 
an excellent Man, Dr. Patrick 
(late Biſhop of Eh,) a Man 
who made all his Learning 
lerviceable to the great eñds of 
Piety and ſound Practical Re- 
ligion; in his Treatiſe of Re- 
pentance and Faſting, Part i ſt, 
Chapter 6. page 47. NL If 
He there having given an 

account of God's Judgments 
upon the Church of Corinth, 
for the coming unworthily ta 

the Lord's Table, and not 
deeply repenting, and con- 5 
demning themſelves for it; he 9 
adds theſe Remarkable Words: 

* In plainer Terms (faith he, 

c uch I rake to be the trueſt 
Interpretation of all) if che 

uk C4 Church 


|| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
N 
| 
| 
} 


1 


les] 


4 Such had judged, con- 
« demned, and exerciſed its 
1 Cenſures as it ought to have 


done upon ſuch Offenders, 
and puniſhed them for 
ee their Faults ; thoſe Puniſh- 


God might have been err 
1 ed. | . 
The Application is caly.: For 
this is the Cauſe till (perhaps) 
why eminent Judgments from 
God fall upon this Nation 
in theſe Days; becauſe the 
Church is negligent in calling 
' Offenders to account; or for 
the trifling Exerciſe ot, the Rays 
to ſerve Mens Paſſions, 
their private Purſes. 
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And now to prove this Au- 
er, Propoſal practicable. in 
> ne 


ments 1 the Hand of | 
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Y the, Opinion of learned and 
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ay From the Authority 10 


che learned Lord Bacon, who 
plainly anſwers the greateſt dif- 


ficulcy or Objection, which is 


this; What Biſhop i is ſuffi- 
a JURY ag ſo great a Labour ? 
« The Juriſdiction of ſome of 


« 
cc 


A 


&« be divided between their La- 


cl 
cc 


* ment and Juriſdiction. 


CC 


great Man) ſuppoſ ng the Bi- 
{hops Courts to be uſed in- 


corruptly, and without any 


cc 


jt ply Cauſes for the gain of fees; 
but 


them is very ample and 
ſpacious, and their Time is to 


bours, as well in the Word 
and Doctrine, as in Govern- 


The Lord Bacon s Reply is e 
this; « do not ſee, (ſaich that 


indirect courſe held to multi- 


i put that 0 foul m ightvery 13 
ee well, for cauſes of Moment, 
4 fe his judicial function 
in his own Perſon; we fre |: 
one Chancellor of" England 9 
1 „ Abbach the Suits in Equity 
ce of the whole Kingdom. b 

190 And if hold be taken of 
*-that, that the Biſhop's' La- 

"0 on d in the Word muſt take 
up a — part of his 


Time ſo I may ſay again, that 
&; Nitro! of State have ever 1 
901 taken up moſt of the Chan- | 


c 


A 


cellor's' time; having been 
« for the mol part Perfons | 
9. upon whom te Kings of 
c this Realm have moſt relied 
oy lor Matters of Counſel. 
ee And therefore there is * 
125 « Joubt but the Biſhop,” whoſe 
J „ — Cite 
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Circuit in leſs ample, and 
tlie Cauſes in Nature not ſo 
multiplying, with the helf 
of References and Certifi- 
cates to and from fit Per- 
ſons, for the better ripening 
of Cauſes i in their mean Pro- 
ceedings; and ſuch ordina- 
ry Helps incident to Juriſ- 
diction, may very well ſuffice 
his Office. 1 i 
But beſides, the Lord 525 
lam adds othis Helps which 
might. be made uſe of, which 
if they were, then were there 
leſs uſe of the Officials Courts, 
whereof (faith he) © there is 
< now ſo much Complaint. 
Thus far chat Noble Lord; but 
before I leave him, 1 {hall 
note this out of "ki Diſ- 
_. courſe 
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| courſe: upon this Argument; 3 
that where he argueth againſt | 


[28] 
i\> 3 


the Biſhops | exerciſing their 


Juriſdictions by Chancellors, 1 
Officials, Commiſſaries, and 
ſuch like, or any Deputies; 


he faith, 0. 25 is probable that 
0 Biſhops s, when they gave 
© them elves too much to the 
os 4 H of the World, and 
* [1018148 Grandees in King- 
* doms, and great., Councel- 


lors to Princes; then they 


05 did deleague «zh proper 
« Juriſdictions, as things of too 
0 Inferior CY Nature for their 
1 Greatneſs. And is not this 
an excellent original for theſe 


corrupt. ſort, of, Men to boat 
of? Imean thoſe corrupt Mien 
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Courts; © Bur, ab initio non fuit 
3 6h fic. The Biſhop (ſaich he) 


cis a Judge, and of a high 


a: Nature; Wwhence cometh 


it that he ſhould depute, 


« —_— no other Judge can 
1 cc do? 5 


But if the Judgment of this 


great Man, and his Replies, do 
not ſatisfie all Difficulties that 


may be raiſed, no doubt then 
the Wiſdom of the Nation in 
Parliament can remove the 
greateſt Objections; for if the 

Biſhops Juriſdiction, or rather 
their Power to execute it them- 


ſelves, be ſo clogg d, fetter d 


or ſhackl d by any Patents, or 
Grants, or purchaſing cheir 
Places, or by what way ſo- 


ever, ſo that the Biſhops may 


in- 


„ * 


y N 1 on ; * w G 
and ny 8 . 
[ 3 Kh, | ] 


incutr Trouble and Damage if 


they ſhould. attempt to reſcue 


their Juriſdiction out of the 


Hands of others; ſure; a Par- 


liament may give help; and 


we ought. not to queſtion 
their Readineſs to do. it ; and 
ſurely that Wiſe and Auguſt 
Aſſembly, who have ſo freely 
expreſſed their Affections to the 
Eſtabliſhed Church; and have 
provided good Laws for pu- 
niſhing Immoralities; and have 
ſupplied ſome Defects in our 
Civil Conſtitution for the Pub- 
lick Good, and Safety of 
the Nation; they will as free- 
ly remove all Defects and Abu- 


ſes, and enat Laws for the 


benefic of the whole Church. 


But 
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3 But ſuppoſe 4 Parliament 


ſhould refuſe their helping 
Hand, yet moſt certainly every 
Biſhop may aſſert his own pe- 


culiar Juriſdiction, which is 


as eſſential to his Order as Or- 
daining and Confirming; and 
if he pleaſeth he may do his 
own proper Work himſelf, or 
elſe he ſtands for a Cypher: 
And if they would do this, all 
the {ad Miſchiefs that flow in 
upon the Church from Depu- 


ties would be at an end; and 


an infinite good would enſue 
by an effectual Reformation of 

Manners. © i „ 
And this leads to my Second 
Argument, to prove that 
my Propoſal is Practicable 
The learned Dr. Hammond 
EE | TH preſ- 
© 


p : : 1 l a 
* 
g * 
* 
* 2 


preſſeth it (as hath been noted) 


as a proper Means to regain 
the Purity of the Church and 


all its Members. 

But, 24h, it hath been pra- 
ctiſed. And here I might ſet 
forth the Practice of Dr. Bedel, 


that was Biſhop of Kilmore, 


* 2a Man of our own Na- 


© tion; a Perſon in whom we 
* may find all that is great 
in a Man, in a Chriſtian, 
* and inaBiſhop : Thus ſpeaks 
Dr. Gilbert Burnet, the preſent 
Biſhop of Sarum, in his Preface 
to Biſhop Bedel's Life: And 
* it is particularly worthy. of 
** Obſervation, that Biſhop 
** Bedel conſidered the Biſhop's 


cc 


* Office made him the Shep- 


herd of the Inferior Shep- 
© herds, 
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LT 
herds, if not of the whole 
Dioceſs; and therefore he re- 
ſolved to ſpare himſelf in no- 
thing by which he might ad- 
vance the Intereſt of Religion 
among them; (and note) he 
thought it a Diſingenuous 
thing to vouch Antiquity for 
the Authority and Dignity 
of that Function, and not at 
the ſame time to expreſs thoſe 
Virtues and Practices that 
made it ſo venerable among 


them; ſince the Forms of 
Church Government muſt 


appear amiable and valua- 


ble to the World, not fo 


much for the Reaſonings and 


Arguments that learned Men 


uſe concerning them, as for 
the real Advantages that 


cc 


Mankind find from them. 
| D dee 
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[34] 
See B. Bedel s Life, Page 41, 42. 
I could readily tranſcribe IR 
ſeveral very momentous Pafla- 4 
ges, but it would (well this 
Tract too much; 

And therefore I rather chuſe 
to join with the Biſhop of Sa- 
lisbury in his Devotions expreſ- 
ſed in the cloſe of Biſhop Bede!'s 

* May the great Shepherd 
* and Biſhop of Souls fo in- 
© ſpire all that are the Over- 

7 — of that Flock which 
* He purchaſed with his own 
* blood, that in Imitation of all 
* thoſe Glorious Patterns that 
“ are in Church Hiſtory, ang 
* of this in the laſt Age, that is 
©. inferior to very few that any 
“ former Age hath produced, 
chat they may Watch over 
525 4 the 


K Y ** * n 5 - 
4 2 * Tut 5 - 

1 RT * * . 1 

N * 


„ 3 
e, a 
”% 
; 


- — 2 & ” ” 4 + ” PT - 2 R 
* * * 0 , TIP Oy OP Ss a 1 N , 
. . Wen * mw * Y 
n Tae. „ g 1 9 3 82-268" 2 
\ pe. * . , 
Fd - - - ” 
. * * > 
a : * o 
, & 
. . 1 
5 
" 1 : — - 
= * 


the Flock of Chriſt, and ſo 


feed and govern them, that 


the Mouths of all Adverſaries 
Apoſtolical Order recovering 
its primitive Spirit and Vi- 
gour, it may be received 
and obeyed with the ſame 
Submiſſion and Eſteem that 
was payed to it in former 
times: And that all Diffe- 
rences about leſſer Matters 


may be ſtopp d; that this 


being laid down, Peace and 


Truth may again Flourifh, 


and the true ends of Reli- 


gion and Church Govern- 


ment may be advanced; 


and that inſtead of biting, 


devouring, and confuming 


one another as we do, we may 
all build up one another 


in our moſt Holy Faith. 
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I do heartily join with him 


who can give a lively and ex- 
cellent Touch to whatever he 
treats of. 


But beſides the Biſhop of 


Kilmore's Practice in Ireland, I 
have another great Example of 
one in our own Nation, Dr. 


Arthur Lake, Biſhop of Bath 


and Wells in King Charles the 


Firſts Reign (1 of whom Mr. 


Fſaack. Walen gives this Cha- 
racter in the Life of Bp. San- 


derſon) his Words are theſe : 
* A Man, of whom Itake my 
« ſelf Lond in Juſtice to ſay, 
that he made the great Truſt 


**. Care and whole bat of 
e his Life; and one Teſtimo- 
cc he of this Tauck may be, 

£14 | 1 1 * that 


committed to him, the cheif 


8 


181 


e that he far uſually with his 
on „ Chancellor in his Conſiſto- 
19 40 and at leaſt adviſed, if 
not aſliſted, in moſt * 
F rinces for the Puniſhing of 


„ ſuch Offenders as deſerved 


Church Cenſures: And it may 
be noted, that after a Sentence 
e for Penarice was pronounced, 
che did very warily, or ne- 
ver allow of any Commu- 
* tation for the Offence ; but 

“did uſually ſee the Sentence 
44 for Penance executed; and 


then, as uſually, preached A 


7 Sendon of Mortification and 
«©. Repentance; and ſo apply 
„ them to the Offenders that 
. then ſtood before him, as be- 

e got in them then a deviaut 
5 ky an and at leaſt Re- 


D'z *© foly 


13861 


4 ſolutions to amend en 


Lives; and having done 
that, he would take them 
(tho never ſo poor) to Din- 
ner with him, and uſe them 
of friendly, ſax diſmiſs them 


© with h Bleſſing, and Per- 
ſwaſions to a virtuous Life; 
and beg them to beleive aum: 
% And bs Humility and Cha- 
** xity, and other Chriſtian Ex- 
© cellencies, were all like this: 
Ot all which, ſaith Walton; the 
Reader may inform bimſeif in 
his Life, truly writ, and printed 
before his Sermons. 


And is not this Pradtica- 


ble? And were it now re- 
duc d to Practice by all our 


Biſhops in England, how Ho- 
10urable, how Glorious would 


our 
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dur Church be? How leaſing 
to God ? How Comfortable 
and Attractive in the Eyes of 
all good meaning Chriſtians of 
whatſoever Opinions of Per- 
ſwafions otherwiſe in leſſer 
Things, and every Part of it 
into a far better Frame and 
State than now it is; and di- 
rectly lead and help to 4 
general Reformation of Mane 
mers. | 
But if notwithſtanding all that 
hath been urged in this Firſt 
Chapter, both from great Au- 
thorities (as Bacon, Hammond, 
Biſhop: Bedel, and otherwiſe) 
it (half ſtill be pleaded, that 
tlie Author's Propofal is Impra- 
cticablfe: en 


D 4 | 


. 


1 ſhall only leave to the 


| Conſideration of ſuch Men the 
Words of a learned Man, (ſaid 


to be Wharton) in his Defence of 


Pluralities, Page 47, 48. 
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cc 
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| cc 


6 i Prieſt ought not to neglect 


Mm Thar the Obligation of 

Biſhops to all the Parts and 
Conſequences of their Duty, 
and particularly as to Re- 
ſidence, is far greater than 


* that of Parochial Prieſts; 


in as much as the right diſ- 


charge of their Office is Of 
greater concern to the good 


of the. Church, and, is. alſo 
impoſed on chem by Divine 
Inſtitution; if therefore a 


© his Charge, much leſs a Bi- 


tc « hp and if the Abſence of 


2 Parochial Prieſt ought to 
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be ſupplied by a Curate; 


much more doch it (cemt 
reaſonable that the Abſence 
of a Biſhop, (if it be long, 
or frequent) ſhould be. ſup- 
plied by a Suffragan Bi- 
ſhop. 6 


And now obſerve his follow- 


ing Words : 


cc 


Cc 


ec 
cc 


© It is à fatal miſtake to 


imagine, that the Care of the 


souls of the Laity belongs 


cc 


only to the Inferior Clergy; 


and that the Biſhop hath no 
more to do than to Govern 
the Clergy; or that a Dioceſs 
* doth not more want the 
* conſtant. preſence of a Bi- 
ſhop, chan any private Pa- 

riſh the preſence of a Prieſt; 
and therefore in the Church 


cc 
20 


corrupt Times of Popery, 


145 
of England, before che Re- 
formation, even in the tnoſt 


the Archbiſhop of C anter- 9 ce 
bury, and all other Biſhops |! © 
attending at Court, or em- © 
ployed by the King in Pub- 1 
lick Service, coilftantly |! 
maintained Suffragan Bifhops 7 
in their Dioceſſes. This 
Practice was confitmed and 
intirely ſertled by an Act of 
Parliament in the Reigti of 
Henry the Eighth; and from 
chat time Seffragan Biſhops 
were without Interruption 
continued irt the Dioceſs of 
Canterbury kill the end 905 
Qucen Elizabeth's Reign 
in. {cant Rr af = 
| STOtSTILNY * mids ; 
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«© middle of King James fol- 


lowing. 

"6 And (faith our Author) i it 
were to be wiſhed, that their 

© Majeſties, and te Reverend 

6 —.— of the Church, would 

revive the Order, to ſupply 

the want of the Epiſcopal 


Function in thoſe Dioceſſes 


* which are deptived of the 
Benefit of their proper Bi- 
ſhops, either chrough neceſ- 
* ſary” Abſence, or through 
Age and kefirmicies; (or, I 
may add, becauſe their Dioceſ- 
les are too large) c and for this 

„ there needeth no new Law 

or Canon. Thus far the leave 
a W harvon. 


Now * i athas! is urged 
be not Practicable, let the 
World judge who they are that 


render 1 it Impracticable. - 
. You ſee the Order of Suffra- 
gan Biſhops: may be revived 


e any new Law or Can- 


: but that which 1 chiefly 
nate is this; z 


| tal Wig to imagine, that the 


care of the Souls of the Laity be- 


longs only to the Inferior Cler- 


gys and that the Biſhop hath 
no more to do than to Goyern 
the Clergy; if chis be true, 
this plainly proves the Obli- 
gation of every Biſhop to viſit 
each Pariſh - in his Dioceſi z 
and to ſee after the Manners 
and Converſations of the Laity, 


and to apply all proper Reme- 
dies 


That if it be a fa- 
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dies * hu good of Sons] and 


how infinitely 0 this 
would be, let the World judge. 
This would inſpirit, and en- 


courage, and ſupport the Au- 
thority of the Pariſh. Miniſters; 


and this would mightily ſtength⸗ 


en the intereſt of the Civil State; 


for did our Biſhops give per- i 
ſonal Viſits, and inſpect the 


Concerns * every Pariſh, as 


their cheif Paſtor, and as one 


that muſt give an Are of the 
Souls of che Laity, there is no 


Perſon of the belt Figure in every 
Dioceſs, but his Principles and 


| ji Con muſt be ſo well 


known to the Biſhop, that he 
may be able to give the Govern- 
ment a true account of him, as 


do his deſerts, or otherwiſe; and 


ſo 


Nes d 


fo likewiſe of the Merits of the 


. 


© H AP. I. 
Concerning the Parochial Clergy 17 


their N ork, is very large, 
and very Painful and Laborious 

to do it well. 2. That the 
Propagating and good Succeſs of | 
our Holy Religion and Safety of * 


lar and Zealous diſcharge of 
their Miniſterial Oprces. 3. 
Shewing what great Defects 
muſt be ſupplied, whereby 


our Church and State, doth J | 
much depend upon the Neu- 4 


this Nation ; ſhewing, 1. That 
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this great Body of Men may be 
2 infinitely more ſervice- 
able than they now are, to the 
true Intereſts of our Church and 
Civil State; and more particu- 
larly to a General Reformation 


1 Manners. 


HAT the Work of the 
| Parochial Clergy is full 
— — * and difficulty, accord- 
ing to our Laus, Rubricks and 
Canons, and he Advices.and 
Practices of good Men, is very 
plain from theſe ſeveral Inſtan- 


ees of their Duty. 


1. To read Divine 1 


publickl y every Day, or thrice 


* leaſt, Wedneſday, 


Friday, Lord's Day: To read 


it audibly diſtinctly, and reve- 
91 * rently, 


————— 9th 
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[48] 
rently, al, a Holy Fervour 
and Zeal, HR the nal 
rits. I 
2. To Preach once every | 
Lord $ Day, and to Prepare for 


it. 


"fe inſtruct he catechize 
conſtantly every Lord's Day 
in ſuch uſeful and profitable 
manner, as is directed and ad- 
viſed by Mr. George Herbert i in 
his Paſtoral. 
4. To prepare young Peo- 
ple "for Confirmation. | 
5. To Baprtize. 
6. To adminiſter the Holy 
Communion Thrice, or Five 
or Six Times in the Year at 
leaſt, as Mr. N — a 


rects. 
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7. To (Mlettinize Kring 


oh To viſit the Sick, and 


otherwiſe atllited, and to bury 
the Dead. 

9. To chains inſtruct, 
and prepare young People for 
the Holy Communion ; and 


to admoniſh and exclude! Ob- 


ſtinate, Scandalous Offen- 
ders 
10. To keep Hoſpiality, and 
to relieve the Poor, 

11. To be Reſident, 2 
wt of watching and dee 
ing their Flocks, and e ing 
Differences. | 

12. To Pray Twice a Day 
in and with their Families, be- 
ſides their own Private Devo- 


tions, and neceſſary Studies. 
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la a Word, to purſuęe the 
faireſt Idea of a good Paſtor, 
ſuch as Mr. George Herbert, in 
all the Points directed, and 
propounded, and exemplified 
deo g | 
II. Who is ſufficient for theſe 
Things? And yer the great In- 
tereſt and Succeſs of our Holy 
Religion all over this Nation 
doth reſt upon the faithful, and 
regular, and due diſcharge of 
albthis great Work. I am ſure 
all this is now neceſſary for the 
well-being and flouriſhing 
Eſtate of the Church. 

For as Matters now ſtand with 
regard to the Higher Order. of 
the Church; whoſe powerful 
influence the Nation in gene- 
ral little feels as to the inſtru- 
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Qing, preaching, and regular 
governing Power in their own 
Perſons; and conſidering the 
great want of Family Religion, 
and Family Government z our 


Religion muſt be kept alive, 


propagated, preſerved, nouriſh 
ed and ſupported by the daily 


and weekly Labours of thele 


Inferior Shepherds, (this ſadly 
contemned and - deſpiſed Order 


of Men) or it will decay, die, 


and in a manner be gone, and 


this Nation will be Miſera- 
ble, | | 257 > 


And this hath been the plain 
ſenſe of ſome of our Forefa- 


thers, the beſt of Men. 


Concerning rhe Parochial 
Clergy - of this Nation, the 


—_ 
54 >] * 
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5 ob- 


bs 


obſervable, in a Sermon | be- 
fore Queen Elizabeth, - 
The Parſonages and Vi- 


cc 


cc 


3:46 
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Our Poſterities ſhall rue 

« that ever ſuch Fathers went 

© before them, who would 
*,-make the Church poor and 
naked, like the Apoſtles and 
Prophets of Old; and Chro- 
nicles ſhall report this Con- 
tempt of Learning a 


CC 
cc 
cc 


CC 


© caridges are the very 
and Towers of Defence for 
the Lord's Temple. And if 
they be not furniſhed with 
a due Maintenance, and made 
more ſecure againſt Con- 


* tempt; we muſt expect 


Caſtles 


God's Judgmenrs upon us, 


- and this Realm ſhall be ſub- 


ject to Foreign Nations: 


mongſt 


the 


1 


3 


& the Puniſhments, and Mur- 
4 rains, and other Plagues of 
* God; and ſhall leave it 
« written in what Time, and 
© under whole Reign, his was 
« done. 

And here 1 cannot but 4 
ſerve, this great Light of our 
Church look dl upon the Pariſh 
Clergy, as the Strength of the 
Nation in the great matters of 
our Religion; and that the in- 
tereſt and ſafery of our Church 
and State, did depend upon 
the encouraging and ſtrength- 
ning that great Body of Men, 
and to ſecure them againſt po- 
verty and Contempft. 

Nor is it... leſs worthy the 
phſerving what the * hum 


E 3 ble, 


La) 


ble, 


| Learned and Judicious 
Mr. Hooker declares = 
« The Prieſt is a Pillar of 


26 * That Common-wealth, where- 


in hefaichfully ſervend God; 
was and without the Work + 
i che Miniſtry, Religion by no 


© means can poſſibly continue. 


2 s Ecclefiaſtical Polity Book 


5. Page 404. And again. 


< The Object of the mini- 


ce terial Function is both God 
„ and Men; and the whole 

Labour — the Miniſtry is to 
c Honour God and to ſave 
Men; and we owe to the 


Guides of our Souls, even 
as much as our Souls are 
% worth, although the Debt 


6 © were 


| of our Ls 4 
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cc were ſtriken off. Hooker 5th 
# Book, Page 410. 


And therefore J conceive 
every wiſe Man muſt be of this 
Opinion, conſidering the great 
Influences that a faithful, La- 
borious Miniſtry hath upon 
Church and State; and the 
Happineſs of both: And by 
Reaſon of the near Sympathy 
and Relation betwixt our E- 
Rabliſhed Church and State, I 
ſay, every Wiſe Man muſt be 
i this Opinion, that it is the 
grand concern and intereſt of 
us all, that this great Body of 
the Miniſtry be well ſupported 
in the Regular and conſtant 
diſcharge of their Offices, and 
their Perſons preſerved in Repus 
tation and Honour, 25 
15 E 4 III. And 


© 4 

III. And this leads me toſhew 
what great Defects muſt be ſup- 
plied; whereby the miniſte- 
rial Order may be rendred in- 
finitely more ſerviceable than 
now they are, to the true In- 
tereſts of our Church and Civil 
State. And, 


- 1. There muſt be a ſuffici- 


ent Maintenance. This the 


learned Lord Verulam told 


the Nation long ago in cheſe 
Words: 


In mine Opinion and 
ſenſe, I muſt confeſs, (ſaith 
that Noble Lord,) et me 
ſpeak i it with Keverence That 
all che Parliaments ſince 27 
and 31 of Henry VIllh,who 
gave away Impropriations 
:. from the Church, ſeems to 
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. 
« me to ſtand in a ſort ob- 
&© noxious, and obliged to God 


© in Conlcience to do ſome- 


c what for the Church, to 


reduce the Patrimony there- 
of to a Competency : for 
ſince they have debarred 
Chriſt's Wife of a great part 
of Her Dowry ; it were 
'* Reaſon they made Her a 
competent Jointure. 
Note. This Great Man urg 
eth this upon our Parliaments 


in point of Conſcience. 


And tis plain our moſt ex- 
cellent Queen, hath led the 
way and given a moſt excel- 
lent Pattern. 

Nor are our. B 
Houſes of Parliament defective 


in their good Inclinations to the 


Church, 


581 1 
Church, which may give us 
Hopes of greater Things. _ 
But yet notwithſtanding there 
is a great Grievance, and pre- 
ſent hurt to the Church. 
For the preſent Maintenance 
which the Church is now inve- 
ſted in, flows moſt unequally, 
and ſo as not to ſerve the ge- 
neral good of the Church, and 
the great Ends of the Miniſtry, 
which is the Salvation of 
Souls. * LEY 

In plain Engliſh, there are 
great Monopolizers and Engroſ- 
ſers in the Church, as well as 
in the Civil State; and I think 
there is an abſolute neceſſity of 
ſevere Laws againſt Church-Mor 
nopolizers as well as others. 


And. 
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And a greater neceſſity a- 


| gainſt the Firſt : Becauſe the 


damage redounds more to the 
Church by this Means than it 
can do to the Civil State; for 


as much as Souls are more va- 


luable than any Temporal 


| I Our Church, | by this Means, 


is like to a Body that hath the 


Rickets, which ſwells mighti- 
ly in fome Parts, whilſt other 


Parts and Members of the 


Body are pined and ſtaryed for 


want of Nouriſhmentz and 
yet thoſe Parts thus pined and 
ſtarved are no leſs neceſſary 


and uſeful. 


This moſt corrupt, ambi- 


tious Practice, is a great Wound 


and Scandal to the Church; 


[ 60 ] 


and a great diſcouragement 


to the Faithful, Diligent, 5 


and Laborious Clergy, in 
their ſeveral Cures; and 


what is worſe, it is a. great 
hurt to S of Souls, 


who by ſuch Practices are 
not fed: For many in our 


Church have ſeveral Prefer- 


ments, and Dignities, and great 
Revenues, who do little or no 
Service in Parochial Cures, in 
which (as I take it) the gene- 
ral good of Souls is moſt con- 


cerned, and by which the moſt 
principal end, and deſign, and 


benefit of the Miniſtry is beſt 


anſwered, and the Publick 


Good of this. Nas beſt Ow” 


moted, 
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And l might here add the 
Miſcheifs of Non-reſidence; 
an Evil worthy the Confide- 
ration of Authority, and which 
deſerves a Redreſs. | 
And here I offer to the 
Conſideration of Authority, 
whether it would not much 
advance the mutual Intereſts 
of our Church and State, that 
Mien of Quality and good Ex- A 
traction be encouraged to take | 
upon them the ſacred Function. 
This ſeems to me agreeable to 
the Wiſdom of God under the 
Mio ſaick Diſpenſation. To this 
our Anceſtors had ſome regard 
in that Law, which enacts the 
> Brethren and Sons of Lords ; 


Temporal, or of Knights, may 
obtain to themſelves a Facul- 
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ty to hold Two Eccleſiaſtical 
Livings, though having Cure. 

In all well inſtituted Govern- 
ments, as well Ancient as Mo- 
dern, the Heirs and Deſcen- 
dants of worthy and eminent 
Parents, if they do not dege- 
nerate from their Virtue, have 
been always allowed a Prefe- 
rence and kind of Title to Em- 
ployments and Offices of Ho- 
nour and Truſt. And to me 
it ſeems very reaſonable, that 
ſince our Church is incorpo- 


rated into the Civil State, the 


Church ought to bear ſome ſort 
of Proportion in Honour and 
Maintenance to the Civil State. 


And beſides the peculiar In- 
fluence which ſuch Men would 


have upon the People to re- 


form 
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form them (as hath been ob- 


ſerved by a great Man long a» 
go,) it would certainly bind our 
Church and State cloſer. toge- 
ther, by the mutual Ties of 
Affinity, and Obligations of 


Blood, and Civil Intereſts; fo 


that the Church would never 


hurt the State, nor the State the 
G 


And that this would be 
highly pleaſing to Almighty 
God, is not only my Opinion, 


but the ſenſe of as learned and 
Pious Men as any other ever 

ſince the Reformation. | 
Zy this Means here would 
be a near ſympathy indeed be- 
twixt Church and State; here 
would be a mutual feeling of 
one anothers Miſeries, and re- 


. 
J 1 
＋ 
N 
| 
15 
— 
I 
FI 


72 > 
5% 
2 
4 0 
2 
* 
5 
5 
a 
9 
Re. 
Z 
Gor 
3. 
BW; 
2 4 
VF 
1 
9 
9 
5 
. 
* 
Fe! 
2 
2 
Fr 


joicing in each other's Proſperi- 
—_—_ 1 
But theſe great Advantages 
to our eſtabliſhed Church and 
State, are never to be expected 
ro any great purpoſes, until 
the Church holds ſome good 
Proportion to the State in a 
fit Maintenance and Honour. 
But to come more cloſely 
to the preſent deſign of this 
Tract, which is to promote 
effectually a general Reforma- 
tion of Manners in this Na- 
tion, I humbly conceive it ne- 
ceſſary, (yet with Submiſſion 
to Authority,) that ſuch Men 
of Birth and Good Extraction 
as are now in Holy Orders, 
ſhould be in Commiſſion for 
the Peace; for it they be Men of 
—_” Gra- 
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Gravity and Sobriety, no doubt 
the admitting them would 
mightily ſtrengthen the Intereſt 
of Church and State, many 
wholeſome Laws would be pur 
in Execution (which now in 
ſome Places are not :) For in- 
ſtance, The Poor in many Pa- 
riſhes would be better taken 
care of, and kept in better Or- 
der; Apprentices would be 
put out to ſufficient able Men; 
Conſtables would be made to 
keep their Oaths; many need- 
leſs Ale-Houſes would be ſup- 
2 preſled, which are Nurſeries of 
2 Wickedneſs, and do impoveriſh 
Families ; Profaneneſs and all 
kind of Wickedneſs would 
be · effectually puniſhed and 
reſtrained, and the Lord's 
„ Day 


[66] 
Day far better kept; and Piety 
and Goodneſs would be encou- 
raged: For the Miniſter's Eye 
would be always upon them, 
and would diſcover many Miſ- 
carriages, which now are hidden 
and go unpuniſhed, by Reaſon 
of the Careleſſneſs and Perjuries 
of Conſtables, and by the Re- 
miſſneſs and Coldneſs of ſome 
of the Bench. 

point ſhould eaſily be gained; 
for are not Clergymen & really 
Members of the Civil State, 


as 


* See Bp, Hall's Speech in Parliament 

1641. Miniſters are under a double Ca- 
pacity, qua Cives, qua 2159-22215; Fry 

Members of the Common-wealth, as Mini- 

ſters of the Church, we are ready to do our 

beſt Service in both; one of them is no way 
ompatible with the other. 


But one would think this 
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as well as any others? And do 
not the Laws of the Land touch 
the Eſtates of Churchmen as 
well as other Mens Eſtates? And 


do not Oaths of Allegiance, and 


Submiſſions to cheCivilGoverns 


ment, affe& the Clergy as well 
as others? And are not Church- 
Men as much concerned to 
preſerve the Peace and Safety 
of the Nation as well as any 


other Orders of Men? And are 


they not as much obliged to 
puniſh Wickedneſs and Vice, 
and to maintain true Religion 
and Vertue, as well as any o- 


thers? And do not the Spiri- 


tual Lords bear their Part in 


the Civil Government as well 


Temporal Lords? Why then 


J ſhould Parochial Miniſters be 


+. "0 
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kept out of Commiſſions for 
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the Peace. 

I mean ſuch as are Men of 
Quality and good Extraction; 
at leaſt, I ſay it again, Perſons 
of good Extraction ; for there 
may be ſome truth in that ſay- 
ing, non bene conveniunt, nec in una 


ſede morantur Majeſtas, & origo 


Plebeia ; and this 1s agreeable 
to the late declared Senſe of 
Her Majeſty, and the right 


Honourable Houſe of Lords, 
that Men of the beſt Quality, 


and beſt Eſtates, \ in every 
County, ' ſhould be put into 
Commiſſion for the Peace. 
But to conclude this Chap- 
ter; let the Parochial Clergy 


of this Nation, upon whom 


the Burthen and Heat of the 
8 1 
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Day reſts, as to propagating 
Gd Practical Religion; I 


 fay, let them be ſuch as to thei 


Quality, and ſo enconraged 
and ſtrengthned as is here de- 
fired ; and let them be all ob- 
liged to purſue the faireſt Idea 
of a good Paſtor ; and let every 
Biſhop be obliged to viſit each 
Pariſh in his Dioceſs, to direct, 
aſſiſt and encourage chile Infor 


our Shepherds; and I will be 


bold to affirm, we ſhould ſee 


a new face of things, a new 


Heaven, and a new Earth, 


wherein dwelleth Purity, Ho- 
lineſs and Righteouſneſs ; for 


to me it is certain, that he Bi- 
ſhops viſiting each Pariſh in 
their Dioceſs, at times un- 
known, and without publick 
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notice given, would have a 
mighty Influence to make Pa- 


riſh Miniſters regular in the 


diſcharge of their Offices, and 
faithful, laborious, and dili- 
gent in their Places; beſides 


the force it would have upon 


the Manners of the People. 
This I gather from that great 
Exemplar, Doctor Patrick 
Forbes, Biſhop of Aberdeen in 
Scotland; who uſed to go round 
his Dioceſs without Noiſe, and 
but with one Servant, that ſo 
he might be rightly inform'd of 
all macters. 
This che preſent Biſhop of 
Sarum hath publiſhed to the 
World in his very excellent 
| Preface to the Life of Doctor 
VVV 
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But to conclude this Chap- 
ter: „ 

Since it muſt be agreed up- 
on by all wiſe and good Men, 
that Reformation of Manners 
is abſolutely neceſſary to ſave 


our Nation; and it muſt be 


alſo agreed, that it is the pro- 
per Work of the Miniſtry to 
carry on this Noble deſign; and 
ſince the nature of their ſacred 
Function, and the higheſt Civil 


Authority enjoins them to la- 


bour in this Work; 


Will it not then be ſuite 
able to the Wiſdom of this Na- 
tion, to ſtrengthen and ſup- 
port ſo great a Body of Men, 
as the Parochial Clergy of Eng- 
land are: And who are ſo ad- 
yantageouſly poſted in every 
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Place to Fight the Enemy ? 
We ſend forth our Armies 
abroad to Fight a Powerful 
Enemy, and we expect they 


ſhould behave themſelves brave- 


ly, as of late they have done; 


bur our Armies arc well ap- 


pointed and well furniſhed to 


engage the Enemy, and they 
go not forth without their Ge- 
nerals and Leaders : ; the Appli- | 
cation is eaſie, let the Leaders of 
our Church come forth and 
ſhew themſelves, and let the 
great Body of the Clergy be 
ſtrengthened, and made more 
ſecurs againſt Poverty andCon- 
tempt ; and if Wickedneſs and 


en do not then 


flee before them; if then our 
Church becomes faint, and 


cold, 
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* ” Þ I 


cold, and lazy, let our ruine 
lie at the Church's Door. 


But until this is done, the 
Church in the general is diſ- 
abled to do any mighty 
Services; and Iam bold to 
ſay, as Matters now ſtand, 


Diſcouragements are ſo great on 


all Sides, that beſides lifting up 


their Voice Ithe a Trumpet in the 


Pulpit, little is to be expected 
from ſo great a number of 
Men as our Engliſh Clergy 


are : Aal farther 1 wall 
add, Experience hath taught 


ſome good Men, that it may 
coſt them very dear if they be 
conſciencious in the diſcharge 
of their Holy Calling, and 


they can find no help. 


But 


[ 14] 


But is not this a Publick 
Shame and Reproach to a Na- 
tion profeſſing a pure Reli- 
gion, and that is labouring 
now by Blood and Treaſure 
to preſerve their Religion and 
their Civil Rights? 
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CHAP. IL 


Concerning Family Religion ; and 


the good Government and Or- 
der of Families; ſhewing, t. 
What a mighty force this would 
have to a general Reformation 
of Manners in this Kingdom. 
2. What Means muſt be uſed to 
beget and promote the Pra- 
Alice of it; or how to ſup- 
ply this great defect ſo far as it 
can be ſupp! _ 


all Chriſtians, * Na- 

1 ture and Grace obligeth 
to it, would take care of their 
Families, to educate their Chil- 
dren well, to ſow the Seeds of 
Religion in their Hearts be- 
times, 
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times, and to inſtruct their Ser- 
vants, and to reſtrain Vice, 
and keep up a regular order 
in Family Duties of Prayer, 
Church and State might ſoon 
be reformed ; whereas without 
this a general Reformation is 
ſcarcely practicable, or not 
without mighty difficulties. 

It is an infallible truth; that 
good Families, ſuch as are ma- 
naged in a regular, daily, con- 
ſtant method of ſerving God, 
are the cheif Seminaries of 
Chriſt's Church; and it reſteth 
upon them to keep up the 


grand intereſt of Religion in 


this Nation: From ſuch Fami- 
lies iſſue good Magiſtrates, when 
the Sons of Nobles, and o- 
thers of che beſt Extraction, 

a have 
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have Pious and well form d 
Education; and theſe are a 
great Bleſling to their Coun- 
tr 

ad from good Families 
likewiſe ſpring good Mini- 
ſters. 
And when the Natiom id al- 
moſt generally corrupted, (as 
now it is) almoſt all Orders of 
Men ſtained and defiled, or 
at leaſt much declining in 
Goodneſs, there is no better 
way to reſtore a decayed Re- 
ligion, than by ſetting up Fa- 
mily Religion, and good Fa- 
mily Order and Govern- 
ment. 

| It Was well obe by 
one, © that Families have many 
n . Advancages to keep up Re- 
5 <ligion 
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„ ligion, and and to reſtrain 


« Vice, which Miniſters in their 
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ſeveral Pariſhes have not: 


vix. 


to Teach and Rule. 
4 2. They have them always 
under their Eye, and may 


know their Children and 


Servants Vices, and their ſe- 
veral Tempers and Inclina- 
tions. 

“ 3. Miniſters can only ex- 


hort, and reprove, and in- 


ſtruct ſuch as come before 
them (which very many will 


not,) but a Father or a Ma- 


ſter can not only inſtruct, 
perſwade, and reprove, but 


Puniſh and Correct; and 
make cheirWorldly Eftare leſs 


- com- 


4 1. They have but a few 


F a 
- SL NES Sr a, * 4 
: RI ES In Mona dren r= ies 
8 R ᷓ11 ͤ ⁵² her nia . 


a 


© comfortable if they do not 
© obey his Inſtructions and 
« Admonitions. 

A Religious Family is aChurch 
of God, and God's Preſence is 
there. | 
And how highly pleaſing it 
is to God, how acceptable to 
him, and how he rewards it; 
we may ſee by the Examples of 
Abraham, Joſhua, and Cornelius, 
praiſed and recorded by the 
Holy Spirit in Scripture for 
propagating the Knowledge 


and Fear of God in their ſeve- 


ral Families. 
Here I am not willing to 
publiſh the Irreligion of many 
that ſeem to be Zealous for the 
Eſtabliſned Church; yet they 
e ; openly 


| 


T 80 2 
openly expoſe themſelves to the 
Cenſures of the World. 

In many Families, and ſome 
of great Rank and Quality, there 
is not the leaſt appearance of 
Religion 1 in their Houſes; no 
Prayers in and with the Family, 
no, nor ſo much as a ſhort De- 
votion uſed in craving God's 
Bleſſing, and returning Thanks 
after Meat. | 

And as for the * Yeo- 
men and Common are of 
People, I do modeſtly affirm, 
char in Country Pariſhes, 1do 
believe there is not one Family 
in ten that hath any Family 
Piety, or any Government of 
Children and Servants as to 
Matters of Religion or good 
Morals 3 nor any good In- 

ſtructions, 
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ſtructions, fo hack or Six Days => 
in the Week, the far greateſt, 
Part of the People in this Na- 
tion have no viſible Religion 
at all. 
And we may reaſonably 
fear, that in moſt of theſe Per- 
(os God is not in all their 
thoughts; and when the Lord's 
Day returns, there is very little 
Improvements made. 
And what may ſuch a Na- 
tion expect? 

But now to e this 
great defect of Family Religion, 
the Author humbly Propolegh 
this Method. 

1; That all Miniſters be 
obliged to Preach up this great 
neglected Duty, and to {hew 
the gteat import of it; how 
1 ix 
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it conduceth to the Happineſs 


of Families; how it would 
avert God's Judgments from 


the Nation ; and how forcible 
it would be to a general Re- 
formation of Manners : And 


Jet all Miniſters be obliged 


to practiſe this Duty them- 
ſelves. e 


And if all of the higher Or- 


der in the Church would in 
their own Perſons diſcharge all 


Family Duties, as Dr. Bedel, 
Biſhop of Kilmore, did; it 
would be very exemplary to 
all, and more particularly to 
Perſons of the better Rank. 

21. To ſupply the great de- 
fect of Family Inſtructions; 


let all Miniſters be obliged con- 


ſtantly to perform, on every 


: Lord's 
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Lord's Day at leaſt, the great 
Duty of Catechizing, in the 
moſt uſeful and profitable way, 


which is by Queſtions and 


Anſwers, and Proofs from 


Scripture, applying themſelves 


particularly to every inſtru- 


cted Perſon, and requiring 
them to prove their Anſwers 
from plain Places of Scripture: 


Long Uſe and Practice in this. 
way would propagate ſound 


Practical Knowledge in a won- 


! derful manner, as this Au- 
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thor hath ſeen; and that 
much beyond Preaching, not 


only in the younger People, but 


likewiſe amongſt the elder ſort. 
For, as the Noble Herbert 


well obſerves in his Paſtoral, 


(Chapter 21ſt.) concerning 
3 2.0 3 G 13 | is 
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Catechizing, and the great Be- 
nefits of it; and of this me- 


thod to be obſerved in inſtru- 


cting. 15 


cc 


cc 
cc 


cc 


Religion, may examine 


Vows, and by Occaſion 


1.“ Parentsand Maſters, as 
they hear the Anſwer proved, 
may, when they come home, 
either commend or reprove, 


either reward or puniſh. 


2. Thoſe of the elder ſort, 
who are not well grounded 
(as there are great Numbers 
of People) may then and 


thus, by an Honourable 
way, take an Occaſion to be 
© better inſtructed. 


3. Thole who are well 
grown in the Knowledge of 


their Grounds, renew their 
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* of both, enlarge their Me- 
Sn 1 
And our Divine Herbert 


juſtly calls this, © an Admi- 


* rable way of reaching ; 
wherein the Catechized will 


at length find delight, and 
© by which the Catechizer, if 


he once get the skill af it, 
will draw out of ignorant 
and filly Souls, even the dark 
and deep Points of Reli- 
gion. 

And the ſame moſt e 


lent Herbert, who commends 
this Practice to all his Fellow- 
Labourers, tells them the Secret 


CC 


of this good conſiſts in this: 
cc 


That at Sermons and Pray- 
ers, Men may Sleep or wane 
der ; but when one is asked 
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A Queſtion, hemuſtdiſcover 
what he is. 

And the ſame Herbert Gt; 

This Practice exceeds ten 
Sermons in teaching ; but 
there being two things in 
Sermons, the one informing, 
the ler inflaming; as Ser- 
mons come ſhort of Que- 
ſtions in the one, ſo indeed 
they far excel chem in the 


other; for Queſtions cannot 


inflame or raviſh, that muſt 
be done by a ſet, and labour- 


ed, and continued Speech. 


3. But in the third and laſt 


Place, for Perſons of Honour 
and Rank, (if there be any ſuch) 
that have" nothing relating to 
Religion in their Families, no 


Fray- 
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8 Prayers, no Inſtructions, either 
by themſelves, tahich were 


the more Honourable way) or 
by their Domeſtick Chap- 
lains; I do, in the Name of 
God | humbly beg of our High 
Coun of Parliament, and our 
| Gracious Queen, * ſome 
Mark of Infamy nid Diſgrace 
might be fix d upon ſuch Per- 
ſons ; and all others of a low- 
er Rack who follow their bad 
r ve 


I think I might e 


Petition both Houſes of Pars 


liament; That a Bill might be 
brought in and agreed, and 
with the Queen a Law might be 
enacted, Thar all ſuch Honour 
rable Papers and Maſters might 
be kept from the Holy Com- 

G 4 munion, 


Is 88 11 
munion, or (which perhaps 
would hin more effectual) that 
they might be debarr'd from 
all Places and Offices of Ho- 
nour and Truſt; for] think all 
thoſe that thus ne God, 
and as it were baniſh Him our 
of their Houſes, ought ro be 
very lightly ied. 

And as ſuch Families are 
Plagues to the Nation, and Nur- 
ſeries for the Devil's Service, 
and do haſten God's. udgments 
upon the Nation; ſo I think 
ſome Publick 8 ought to 


be ſet upon their Doors, to make 


all ſhun and avoid their Houſes, 


as infected with the worſt of 
gels. | 


CHAP. | 
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Concerning a Religious Magiſtracy: 
1. Shewing what is and ougbt 
to be the great End and Deſign 
of the Magiſtracy. 2. That, 
generally ſpeaking, there are ſome 
Defects amongſt us in anſwer- 
ing Religious Ends. 3. How 
theſe Defects muſt be ſupplied, 
'- (which is a Work of time); and 
for the ſupply of our preſent 
Wants what Method muſt be ta- 
ken. 4. Inſinuating the abſolute 
Neceſſity of a Religious Magi- 
ſtracy to Procure a general 


Reformation of Manners. 
orm * 


Eformation of Manners 
muſt ſtop, and be at an 


end, 
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end, unleſs the Magiſtrate gives 


all poſſible Encouragement; 
this Nation can never be hap- 


py until the Bench and Church 


do mutually Influence, Streng- 
then and Aſſiſt each other : Un- 
til the. Magiſtrate ſhall look 
upon himſelf as Cuſtos utriuſque 
Tabulæ. 0 


Uncil the Honour of God, 


and Good Morals, and puniſh- 
ing Vice, is as much in the Ma- 


giſtrates | Reſolution as any 


thing elſe, he is of little Service 
to the Church's Intereſt ; and 


our Laws againſt Immorality 


may be put upon the file, or 


rather thrown by as uſeleſs 
things. 5 


Good Laws with bad Magi- 


ſtrates will do little good; and 
-Y 
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a Magiſtrate that fears God, and 
worketh Righteouſneſs, chat is 
Sober, and Righteous, and God- 
ly himſelf, is a great Bleſſing to 
a Nation: 

And if a Magiſtrate be bad 
himſelf, it is an eaſie matter for 
him to diſcourage Informers 
and Accuſers; to wreſt the 
Laws, and to make nothing of 
theft. | | 

It is an eaſie matter for ſuch a 
Magiſtrate to tell the Informer, 
am told you have a Prejudice — 
againſt the Perſons you have 
informed againſt; although the 
Perſon that intim be a Man 
of greater Sobriety and Inte- 
grity, and of better Rank and 
Extraction than himſelf. This 
I have known boldly done, 


and 
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and the 3 not executed as 
they ſhould have been, upon 

a juſt complaint. And worſe 
= this, I have known, upon 
a 5 by Oath, the 
Law not executed by the ſame 
Juſtice; and what ſignifies 
Laws againſt Immoralities, 
where ſuch Juſtices are en- 
truſted with the Execution? 


Certainly the principal Work 
of Magiſtrates about Religion, 


is to preſerve it, and to further 
the Obedience of..God's Laws, 
(which is a great Part of his 
Work) and for this Reaſon. it 
was (as we may well believe) 
that the Prieſts ſate with the 
Civil Judges in Moſes time, and 
had Jane 7 Power. 


Maz 
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| Magiſtrates are or ought to 
be the Guardians of the Church, 
and to ſee to the Execution of 
God's Laws; and therefore 
God's Laws woe firſt given to 
the Prince and Prieſt, and oy 
them to the People. 

And the Benefit of Laws is 
attain d by rhe Execution; and 
if we have not faithful Juſtices: 

we can look for little Execu- 
tion. 

It is a high part of the Ma- 
giſtrate'sWork to promote God's 
Honour and Mens Salvation; 
And this is an higher end of 
his Magiſtracy than meer Tem- 
poral, common Good; and 
therefore that is a wicked Do- 
ctrine that teacheth, that Ma- 
rates have nothing to do 


with 


TY 


with matters of Religion ; but 
to leave all Men to their bru- 
tiſh Inclinations, as if they were 
not to govern Men as Chri- 
ſtians. 

But our Holy Church is of 
another Judgment. 

We Pray for Kings and 
Queens, that we may lead peace- 
able Lives under them in all God- 
lineſs and Honeſty. 

And we Pray that God would 
grant unto Her whole Council, and 
to all that are put in Authority 
under Her, that they may truly 
and indi ferently miniſter Juſtice, 
to the Puniſhnent of Wickgd- 
neſs and Vice, and to the Main- 
tenance of true Religion and Vir- 


tue. 


So. 


4 
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„ S0 that it is (muſt be con: 
feſled and acknowledged by 


all that are Members of our 


Communion) the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate's great Work to Puniſh 
Wickedneſs and Vice, and to 


encourage Piety and Good- 
nels. 


And certainly to do this, 


(inthe ſenſe of our Holy Church) 


is of high import to make 
both Church and State er. 


* 


And here I cannot * ex- 


preſs my ſenſe in the Words of 


a very learned and good Man; 
who thus declares his thoughts 


(Doctor Whithcote.) 


lt is good Service | to 
« Mankind, to reſtrain Evils, 
« and hinder them ; this the 


Maw 


* © Ma- 


ec 


1 


© Magiſtrate may do (yea, I 


conceive, he is bound to do, 


both by Fel nature of his Office 
and 115 Oath) © and this the 


=Y 
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© Preacher of Righteouſneſs, 
it is proper for him to do; 


this the Holy Liver, by his 
* good Example, doth con- 
* ftantly do. The great Evils 
© that do infe&t the World, 
* and - diſturb it, they have 
their 2 ny Foundation 


in Sin; and therefore whoſo- 


© ever. prevents Iniquity and 


Sin, he doth the Work of 


= Saviour i in the. World, and 
a Preſerver; the World would 
be iaocker. thing were it not 
for the laiquity : that * 
vails il in it. 
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A Truth worthy to be writ- 
ten in Gold! 


And oh ! that all Magiſtrates, 
and Miniſters, and Parents, and 
Maſters of Families, would 
write it on their Door Poſts, 
and daily conſider it! 

And whereas ſome may 


think (as a learned Judge & not 


long ſince obſerved in his pub- 
lick Charge at an Aſſizes) that 
Pious Inſtructions alone might 
reſtrain Vice, and cure our 
ſinful Diſtempers; that learned 
Man in our Laws was of a- 
nother Opinion; That there 
was a Neceſſity of Penal Laws, 
and à due Execution of them, 
to Puniſh Wickedneſs. And he 
gave this excellent Reaſon for 


z 
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| Sir Fob y Holt, 
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„ That there. is that Yadicated 
—— in the Nat ure of many 
Offenders, that good en 
will never remove or cure. 
And that learned Judge dad 
farther declare, that he hoped 
the Nation was ſomething amend- 


ed by the belp of ſome good Ju- 


ſtices of the Peace. God 


Almighty ſend us more 
fuch good Juſtices, and ſuch 
like upright Men of * ue 
feſſion. : 

Bur the Wiſdom © A our par- 
1 do concur with his Opi- 
nion: Witneſs their late: Laws a- 
gainſt Immoralities... +, + 

But how -ſhalk. we. procure 


ſuch, a Religious Magiſtracy 


in this corrupt Age of the 
World? I men; generally 
8 ſpeak⸗ 


us © 
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ſpeaking ; for as one Sinner 
deſtroys reifieh good; ſo, I am 
ſure, one bad Magiſtrate a- 
mongꝗſt us doth infinite Miſ- 
ches and gives a mighty ſtop 
and check? in that great concern 
of Reforming Manners 4 uf yu ad 
Legem. | 


But can we nile SAM the 
Dead, ſuch a Glorious Set of 
ſober Nobility, and Gentry, and 
2 reformed Clergy, as cartied 
on the Reformation in Edward 
the Sixth's time, and pry" 

Elizabeth's time? 

We can indeed aſl "ry 
time when a deluge o Vice 


was let in upon our Wdbedd | 
(which hath almoſt drowned 
us all) and made us ripe for 
God's ſevereſt Judgments. 

H 2 But 
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But is there no way to help 
us? Muſt we Periſh, unleſs all 
Magiſtrates were good? Or 
the Ne greater number of them? 
The Reply. 

Fr your v8 muſt be a Work 
of time, to make a compleat 
or tolerable Cure; but the way 
already directed would do 
much, very much, if the Bi- 
ſhops were Vigorous and A- 
ctive, and would in Perſon do 
their own Work in their ſeveral 
Dioceſſes: And the Parochial 
Men likewiſe in their proper 
Spheres being well ſupported 
and ſtrengthned, and Family 
Religion and Government in 
Families well plante i 


— 


1I 
Zut to eradicate Debauche- 
ry, and to form our Voung 
Nobility and Gentry betimes to 
ways of Honour, Sobriety, and 
Piety, hereby the Nation 
may be furniſhed and bleſs d 
with a Religious Magiſtracy, 
( generally ſ peaking) as this muſt 
be a Work of time, ſo theſe 
following particulars will ſhew 
the direct plain way how to 
effect Kitt vid 
Piel) Religion, and Fa- 


1 | N Government, muſt be ſet 


1 all the Houſes: of Perſons 
of the greareſt Rank and Qua- 
liry ; King: Solomon's Words will 
he always true; Train up a Child 
in the way wherein be ſhould go; 
and when he is Old, he will op 
en from it. 
H 3 The 


The * of * Tract, 
r God for a Religious Mo- 
ther, and for her particular 
care in improving Fug Lords 
Day to the great Bleſſing and 
Benefit of her Ohildrsg, yo 
ſome Ser Vafts io 15.5 
2. The. Publick Schaak of 
this Nation muſt be more 
ſtrictiy managed for cke Inte- 
reſts of Religion. Fer a Taint 
contracted there will diſperſe its 
ſelf; and grow and thrive won- 
derfully, eſpecially, when from 
the Reſtraint of Diſcipline they 
are admitted into a freer, Air, 
that is, ſent to our Uniyerfiies : 
And therefore, 
. To furniſh our 5 
=d State with Good. \Men, 
choſe two great Fountains muſt 


be 


Lal 

be kept clean :-I mean the two 
Univerſities: There are ſome 
that can well remember when 
Vice with a mighty torrent flow- 
It was indeed very ſharply 
ſaid, and publiſhed to the 
World long ſince concerning 
our Univerſities, That when 
{© the Streams of Academies 
run pure and Holy, they are 

** pbleſſed helps to Mens Salva- 
* tion; but when their Streams 
“ are ſenſual, Worldly, and 
“ Corrupt, they are Semina- 
ries for Hell and the Devil's 
school, to train up his moſt 
2 powerful Soldiers to Eight a- 
gainſt Serious Godlineſs in 
e Chriſts own Livery and 
Name; and to ſend Youth 
wad 4 - 


A 
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* thither, is worſe than to ſend 
*- them to a Brothel-Houſe or 
<.;aPoſt-Houſe; :: 350 
Perhaps this was too ſharp- 
ly ſaid; bur this is moſt" cer- 
rain, that if Tutors would 
make ir their chief Work to 
train up their Pupils as the Diſ- 
ciples of Jeſus, and ſet their 
Pupils a good Example, the 
Nation would be happy; for it 
is eaſie to foreſee what Church 
and State will be, as to Mo- 
rals, by the Streams that con- 
ſtantly flow from thence. 
Wo. have good Laws to re- 
form Manners, were they well 
executed; yea, very many Pe- 
nal Laws, (and as Judge Holt 
well obſerved) we have none 
to ſpare; and the Univerſities 


have 
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have good Starurestobear down 
Vice; but our Laws and their 
Statutes want Life and Vi- 
gour, and more good Exam- 
ples too. EDT; ee, 
Not but that there are good 
Governours of ' Houſes in the 
Univerſities, and good Tutors, 
and Fellows of Colleges. But 
what are they to fo 'great a 
Body; and if there are ſome 
Tutors lazy or negligent as to 
Morals, and ſome Junior Fel- 
lows that ſet bad Examples, 
the young Nobiles or Generoſi 
will ſoon be corrupted, and 
Young Men likewiſe chat iſſue 
thence for the 2 ; and 


where are we then for good 


* 
4 


Morals, either in Church or 
State? Ti 


4 


Per- 


T 106: | 
Perhaps indeed ſome of theſe 
ſene out _= the Miniſtry, may 


improve in {pcenlazive Learn- 


ing; but: ©. Chriſtianity 
14 wok theſe Scholaſticks, ſhall 


„ be taken ſor a Science, a 


matter of Speculation only, 


+7 moſt, and 
I my is che only ſanctifi- 
«ed Perſon, as Dr.Zlmmond 
well RY gg BENT 

And is not this partly the 


Diſtempe 


but where is the Purity, 


Piers and Sobricty, which makes 


us * unto Salvation? Are 
not theſe with ſome ah our 


— Heads taken for moſt 


nigen Things? "38 


| 8 N 
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and ſo; that he that knows 
that believes 


r of this Nation now 
2 e ? Alcarned Nation we 
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Zut 0. conclude this Chap- 


C78 . 
ter; ſince a Magiſtracy gene- 


conſequence to make us feel 


the) Benefit of our Laus in 


Puniſhing Vice, and encou—-— 


raging, Goodneſs; and ſince it 
muſt be a Work of time, with 


all choſe previous helps menti- 


- a 4 


oned, to procure an univerſally 


with a Pious Zeal promote 
che deſired end; yet chat our 
good Laws may in a greater 
good. Meaſure be executed, 


Ido humbly propoſe theſe fol- 
lowing Conſiderations to Au- 


thority. OR 
Whether it may not be 


of great uſe to put ſome well 
Born Men of our Clergy in- 
to 
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to Commiſons for the Peace, 
and mix them with other Ju- 
ſtices upon the Bench; 1 ſup- 
poſe there are ſome of good 
Rank and Quality! in Holy Or- 
ders; in moſt Counties of 
England ſe ſome. And ſure their 
Ancient Quality 1 is not annihi- 
lated or ſwept away by their 
being covered with” a Gown. 
Now if theſe be Men of 
Piety, Sobriety and Gravity, 
they will have a great Influ- 
ence on the Bench, and e- 
ſpecially on the Vounger Ju- 
ſtices; and on the Country 
too; and may do great!” etl 
vice. 

But of this I have heady 
aloe 1 


| 4 \ 
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2. I humbly offer it to Au- 
Wority, to conſider, whether, 


as matters now ſtand, it were 
not neceſſary that ſome con- 
ſiderable Penalties were an- 
nexed to our ſeveral Laws a- 
gainſt ſeveral Immoralities; par- 
ticularly, I mean ſuch penal- 
ties as might affect the Juſti- 
ces for their neglects to exe- 
cute thoſe Laws, and diſcourag- 

Informers; and likewiſe 
N Penalties, ſuch as might 
affect Conſtables and Church- 
Wardens, if it appears they are 
careleſs cad remiſs, the one in 
their Indictments, and che o- 
ther in their due Preſentments 


of Offenders; as moſt certain- 


1 0 are. 


—.— 


= 1 
Fl 
1 
þ 
; 
_ 577.488 
, : 
+1998 
11 
13 
44 
1 
145 
* 1 
„ 
: A : 
N HY 
{14 
1 
128 
| 
| 5 
46 
1.98 
1 
4:3 4 
1.8 
i 1 
. 
1 
iy 4 
by JL 
1 
} * 


_ mo * 


1 0 
4 1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
N 
1 
1 7 
: q 
4 "A 
78 
TY 
1 
1 
, A 
* 17 
1 
Is 
1 
= 
= 
| ” 
* 
y . 
bw. 
o | 8 
N 1 
1 * * 
. 
140 
14 
1 
8 | Wy 
1 
7 
5 * 
1 
U 
Flee 
1 
? * 4 
Ei p . 
{0 
[1 
7 1 1 
[ 
: 1 
4 it] 
By 
4 'Y 
WW 
+ 
4 2 
"i 


1 ft 
rata a 2 
n 
7 1 


» * + 25 — 2 7 > 0 
1 8 * 1 » * 1 
+ * * N bel * 6 4 ”_ 
- * 
* 2 
* 
* 
. 
- 


I kb chere k is 2 Penaey in 
the Act againſt Profane Swear- 
ing, which toucheth the Ju- 
ſtices for not proſecuting or 
puniſhing; but J do not know 
of any in any other Acts of 
Parliament againſt any other 
Immoralities. 

But to conclude this Chap- 
ter; ſo great is my Zeal againſt 
the Clamorous Sins if this 
Nation, that _ Holy David 
I muſt ſay, I am horribly a- 
fraid of the Ungodly that Touts 
wy Las. 

And that Her Majeſty $ Pro- 
elattiations and our' good Laws 
ægainſt Immoralities may have 
their full force, and may attain 
their defired end, cannot but 
propoſe to our Houſes of Par- 
5 liament 
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liament this farther Expedient; 
That the Pariſh Clergy be en- 
truſted for the giving of an 
Oath, for the Conviction of 
Offenders, in their ſeveral Pa- 
tiſhes, who ſhall be informed 
againſt as guilty of any of thoſe 
Notorious Sins which Her 
Majeſty's Proclamations point 
a en gant I 1 

It may be a temporary Law; 
and they may be obliged 10 
make due returns of the Names 
of all Perſons ſo convicted, at 
every Quarter Seſſions: And 
then the Puniſhments awarded, | 
as the Bench ſhall ſee cauſe. 
cannot but conceive this 
would drive away Wickedneſs 
more : eflectually from amongſt 


us; 
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us; and the Honour of our 
Church would oblige the Cler- 
gy to be diligent and careful 
in ſo great a Truſt; and by 
this means the Church will 
aſſiſt the Bench, and the Bench 
the Church, and the World 
will ſee our Church is no Friend 
to Vice: But this is a ſtep of my 
Zeal, which J hope thoſe Ho- 
nourable Houſes and the Reader 
will Pardon. A temporal con- 
cern (that of burying in Wool- 
len) the Clergy are entruſted in 
giving of an Oath; and why 
not in this concern of a far 
higher nature to the Welfare of 

our Church and State? 


CH AP. 


CHAP. V. 
| Concerning the Pacification of 
the Church, and to promote a 
Happy Union and Peace in 
Church and State; and con- 
fequentiy to promote and faci- 


litate a general Reformation of 
Manners. 


. O carry on with ſuc- 
ceſs this Holy War a- 


gainſt our greateſt Enemies, 
and moſt dangerous too, I 
mean Immoralities; without 
which neither the Power of 
France, nor all the Powers of 
Darkneſs, could hurt us, I take 
it to be abſolutely neceſſary 
that all Diviſions amongſt us 

—_—— ſhould 


1114 
ſhould ceaſe, and eſpecially 
that all Church, Difterences 
about leſſer things ſhould be 
at an end, that ſo we might all 


with one Hear, and with one 


Mind and Force, join againſt 
this Common Enemy of 
Souls, and all chat is dean to 


Us. 


Por While REO are kept 
on Foot, Immoralities can ne- 
ver be ſufficiently depreſſed; 
and indeed, Animoſities, Ha- 
treds, and Diviſions, and other 


Spiritual Wickedneſs, (which 


always attend a dividing Tem- 
per) are great Immoralities in 


themſelves, and have made 


ſad work amongſt us ever, ſince 


the Reformation, and have 
been Seat hindrances to the 
5 : plant- 


[2] - 
planting of Real and Subſtantial 
Godlineſs amongſt us. 
And therefore I take it to 
be abſolutely neceſſary, that the 
peat Subſtantials of our Holy 

eligion ſhould be promo- 
ted, and intended by all Par- 
ties of Chriſtians, and all Heats 
in the leſſer Circumſtamtials | 
ſhould ceaſe. _ 

Rituals, and ſuch like things, 
are of no moment in compa- 
riſon of real Piety and good 
Morals. . 

And there are many Opi- 
nions and Controverſi ies in the 
Church, which ſignifie nothing, 
but to break the Peace and U- 
nity of the Church, and help to 
| difequiet the State too, and to 
> alie- 
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alienate Mens Affections from 
one another. 

And therefore 1 5 ts 
agree with that excellent Man, 
who hath lately publiſhed his | 
Wiſh and Deſires to the World, 
in theſe Words: (the Reverend 
Dr. Lucas.) . 

do moſt carneſtly de- 
c fire to ſee the Spirit of Pole- 
© mical Divinity caſt out of 
« the Church of Chriſt; and 
« that of a practical N ex- 
5 perimental one eſtabliſhed 
in the room of it: I de- 
IF dine all uſeleſs Speculations, 
20 and labour wholly to reſtore 
Religion to its native ſtrength 
and beauty: And certainly he 
chat plants Practical Religion! in 
chis Nation, doth Chriſt the 


moſt 


2 
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moſt emitient and ſubekandtal 
Service, and the Civil State too; 
he ſets forth Religion i in its telle 
Beauty, makes it lovely and 
amiable ; he ſaves Souls by Re- 
ſtoring Chriſts Image upon 
them, averts God's Judgments, 
and preſervesthe Peace of King- 
doms. 

Hot Diſputes and Quarrels 
Sas things that do not con- 
cern the Vitals of Religion, 
have done great Miſchiefs re to 
the Church ever ſince our Re» 
formation. * 

It is a ſhame to 650 what 
"Hiſtory doth report of the 
ſtrange Diviſions and Heart- 
burning of ſome Biſhops one 
againſt another; and the hot 
Conteſts they had about the 

] 3 wear» 


wearing of certain Epiſcopal 
Ornaments ; and nothing, but 

the Flames in Queen Marys 
Days could reconcile Alhop 

=. Biſhop. Ridley. 

And in King: Charles che furſks 
Reign, Meaſures were taken 
of Men by theſe Diſtinctions 
about 3 and little 
inconſiderable things in their 
own Nature; yet in which it 
was then thought the Zeal of 
Conformity diſcovered its ſelf; 
See Biſhop Bedel's Liſe Page 
147, and Page 1744. 

And what to me ought; to 
be matter of Aſtoniſhment; 
ſome of the moſt Zealous and 
Uſeful Men in the Church for 
promoting Piety, Sobriety, and 

real W were lulpended, 


4 


h, for 
refuſing to read the Book. of 
Sports; which ſpoiled the pro- 
— rn of che Lords 


——— on 


or — dur of he Cle 


* 


_ 7 an Obſervation co con- 
the Reign Kin 
coming) the Giſt, t that — 
4s * weresiſtinguſhed and mark- 
edi out for Preferment by that 
“ which, in Strictneſs of Law, 
&; e Puniſhment: Many 
+, were; learned with the for- 
151 mersuperfttions; they were 
© for retaining the Old Rites 
4 in our ſacred Offices; for 
indeed, Bowings and Geſti- 
« culations would ſooner pre- 
6% fer 4 Man than good Mo- 
60 rals © See the Life of W 
edel, Page zB8ch, 


4 7 4 And 


[a 20 | 
And truly if the Caſe were 
f "a if che e of Religion 
were ſo valuable then, beyond 
the Subſtance; do not won- 
der at all the direful Calami- 
ties that then followed, when 
the ſubſtance of Religion Was 
gone, which is the true ballaſt 


of the Soul, and muſt keep 


it even in its Dury boch: to 
God and Man. 

I hope the World is lee 
Air wiſer now; and yet when 
I: obſerve the altnoft; general 
Practices of Men; methinks1 
ſee only a form of Religion, 
the ſhell embrac d, and the 
ſubſtance gone; he Church, 
ech cried up; all emp- 


ty noiſe, if there be not more 
whe 3 chat! is Bod n 


I 


] 
4 
A 
| 0 


Hur}. 
I fear there is too much of that 
Spirit amongſt us which was in 
ſome of the preceeding Reigns, 
which ſeparates good Life . : 
a good Copy: And if this 
continue, the Souls of Men are 
diſpoſed for, and fit for any 
Changes, and to produce all 
manner of Miſchiefs ; and we 
lie ready for the Plagues of 
God. * 4 11 | pos 3K 
The plain truth is, if ever 
this Nation be happy, the 
ancient Piety and Purity of 
Life muſt make it ſo: We muſt 
diſtinguiſh more feelingly and 
ſenſibly betwixt the Subſtance 
of true Religion, and its 
Cloaths; and all leſſer Matters, 
and all ſuch things as are Fo- 
reign and vaſtly diſtant _ 
# ao 


L122 1 
he Subſtance and Life of true 
Religion muſt not be inſiſted on 
wich Rigor and: Severity, nor 
mult chere bea Furious Zeal, 
eithet for or: inſt trivial 
Giranaſtiacts,: : — What if 
ſome; Alterations were made 
in tke Form of our Publick 
Worſhip? And here, to prevent 
all miſtake of my my meaning in 
this point, Weill give the Rea- 
der my ſenſe in the Words of 
am excellent Man, in his Letter 
to a Friend, concerning Sage 
and Low Church, Page 20. 
Though dun denn bean 
excellent Form of Worlhipy: I 
cannot ſay that it is ſo perfect, 
that it cannot be better; for 
my Part I ſhould think our Ser- 
1 ib — fhorter; 

that 


"0 123 1 
- that our Devotion, might out 
laſt our Service, And, not our 
Service, as it too Ott 

Pens outlaſt our 
on: Several Expt { 
be more correct; the 15 — ; 
Burial ought to be reformed, or 
the Diſcipline of the Church 
more duly exerciſed ; for to uſe 
that Form in the Burial of no- 
torious Wicked Livers, gives 
great Scandal to good Men, 
and too great Encouragement to 
the Wicked, whatever Caution 
can be "uſed, or whatever . ex- 
cuſes can be made for it: If 
ſuch Are en as theſe could 
be ſafely attempted, I would 
venture (ſaith he) the Character 
of a Low- Church - man, to con- 
5 tribute my beſt afliſtance to it; 


but 


2 


7 11 | 

but God e grant that all that have 
dy Authority in Church and 
State holding the Faith, and 
Docktine, * and Government, 
And Worſhi ip bf Gre Eſta- 
bliſhed Church) may labour 
conſtienciouſly in their ſeveral 
Places to depreſs all Vice, (the 
Plague of the Nation) and to 
promote a conſcionable Pra- 
ctice of Serious Godlineſs in 
all the Parts, and Branches, 
and Inſtances of Chriſtian Duty; 
and then our happy and "Gee 
Works done. | | 

This was long 3g 4 go uche Tp 
Rated Senſe ſome of the 
wiſeft” and ableſt Men 92 — 
of our Church and State © 
this Writer” will thew if called 
to "Te 


0 


O Pray Hog oe 0" of 


Jeruſalem. they. : ſhall. - proſper 
that Love thee. Peace be within 
thy Walls, and. htequſ- 
neſs * Purity and 89 © 


oo neſs. within th 


* 
* . 
5 * 
os 
" » 
— 
0 
* 
* * . ? PD 5 
x % * * * 
* 0 1 pu 
. 
% - 
* 
* 
5 
* 


> LI ” 
a * *> 
mo # 1 *. * La * 3% 2 
& & v 
* * 
. a * 
— 
2 - 
0 * 3 
4 - 
> * 
«4 2 
2 « p 
: 4 
: 
Y * H W a” . 4 * 17 + — 
— „* 
— e——_—_ ' is 1 * - 
y : f * x 
— » 
a * | * 
® ; 1 \ 
* ; ” „ 
d * 
I | 
* 
* 1 
4 ' > 
1 5 : 4 5 8 * - 
* > 
4 1 * Aa — 
% 
-_ * 
. 
A . 
4 ot | # * 
* * * - * s 
S - * * 6 
1 
„ * 
* Fl =» * - bo % 
1 5 e 
2 Was a * o uF x o * 1 
0 
b 5 - . 
p b * * 
* * 0 £ : 
* - PR 4 
. 8 " * & 
5 | 
* 
2 ) P 82 « 4 
1 t - 
4 4 * k 1 
1 ; 4 ++ * — 
6 —_— 
. 4 l 6 
2 „ 4 * *% * 
* 5 * o 2 4 * 4 \ 
> 9 Fg * 7 $ 
8 n 7 4 V+ 
« 
* 
* 
þ * — e, * N 1 bl 
* * Fa 
: 1 * $.* 5 7 8 * * wv. * * 
"# 
* 
7 
. ? . 
4 4 4 
„ 
* 
_ 


[/ 
9 
„ 
** 
| 
N 
| 


[is 


&] 


1 \ «\ 
N 5 NP SQ) (Ch) 3A) 


The” 'Corollaries \ a from m the 


0 preceding Diſcourſe 9 farhy 

[v4 <p >the innocent and 
- well-meant deſign of this Track, 
and the force of it to make ns 
all happy if it might (by God's 


; ng) take Place 


ID all the ſeveral Or- 

ders here mentioned, 
in their ſeveral Stations, erte 
heartily, and with a true Chri- 
ſtian Zeal and Courage to pro- 
mote and further ſound Pra- 
ctical Religion, and to ſuppreſs 
Wickedneſs, ſo far as their ſe- 
veral places and Offices bind 
chem, and as far as the Rules 
of our Holy Church and the 
Laus of the Land do impower 
them, 


3 g * m Mm 9 * wum . 5 " * = * * * 5 - 2 N * 
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them, (ſome Defects being ſup- 
plied by the Civil State) our 

Eſtabliſhed Church would ſoon 
appear to the World very love- 
ly, and infinitely uſeful to the 
Nation, in procuring maine 
Bleſſings and Benefits; our 


whole Chriſtian State — 


in a ſhort time fee, and feel, 
and be convinc'd, tharwedibve 
ſomething org ban! a good 
Copy to ſhew them. And 
here it may not be amils to 
obſerve what is very material 
to my purpoſe out of che Re- 
verend Dr. Staubopes Sermon of 
the Duty of Rebuking, preach- 
ed at Bow. Chu Derem- 
ber che 28th, 1702. Pages 16, 


« If 
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* If che Obligations to put 
« * Vice out -of Countenance, 
and to encourage Piety and 
Virtue, are fo ſtrong upon 
*< thoſe of a private Capacity, 
(3k (faith he) it may be 
idered how much more 
_— they bind Perſons in 
*.any ſort of Authority; 
Parents, Maſters — 
« and Inferior Miniſters of 
« Juſtice; ſuch; it is plain, can 
check Vice, as with greater 
« efficacy, ſo with leſ envy and 
« Reflection; they are either 
« skreen'd by. their Character 
from, or they ought to 
ba ha) the little Fears 
of Diſpleaſure, which others 
may pretend in their excuſe; 
and therefore are more an- 5 
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ſwerable for any Miſchiefs 
that ſhall come by their neg- 
lect. „ 
Then for Conſtables and 
other Inferior Officers, whoſe 
Buſineſs lies in enquiring in- 
to Abuſes; let me (ſaith he) 
admoniſh them, that what- 
ſoever Favour or Affection 
may be thought allowable 
reſtraints upon other Occaſi- 
ons, yet theſe are all out of 
doors, and ſolemnly renoun- 


ced by their Oath of Office; 


the Peace and Safety, yea, and 
the good Behaviour of the 
Place they ſerve for, is now ſo 
far depoſited in their Hands, 
that if any thing tending to irs 


Prejudice be wilfully conniv- 


ed at, he that overlooks the 


K „ Fault, 
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Fault, and obſtructs "redreſs 


cc 


upon it, is the Betrayer of his 
Countrey, as well as of his 
« Oath and of his Conſcience. 
* Iſhall therefore conjure ſuch 
* molt carneſtly to remember 
that of Solomon, Proverbs 
21 Chapter, ver. 12. F thou 
ſcheſt, behold we new it not; 

doth not he that pondereth the Heart 
conſider it? and he that keepeth 
thy Soul, doth. not (he know it ? 
and ſhall not he render to every 
Man according to his Mors? Then 

he goes on; © Were but the 
© Perſons I have been addreſ- 
© ſing to, as diligent and Zea- 
« lous a they might and 
1 *; ought: to be, * would be 
but little left to do, and in- 
i <0 {mall r. Occaſion 


* « for 
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E for uniting into Societies 
© for Reformation of Man- 


ners. 


I agree with this excellent 
Man; and the deſign of this 
Whole Tract! is to awaken, excite 
and quicken all Ordeid of 
Men to diſcharge their Obli- 
gations in their ſeveral Poſts 
and Relations, as the ſureſt way 
of obtaining a general Refor- 
mation of Manners. * 
But to illuſtrate the mattet 
more plainly, and to compare 
our Church and State, to a 
curious well-fram d Clock or 
Engine. | 
That Clock or Engine doth 
its Work effectually, where all 
the Wheels move regularly, and 
0 a own proper Work; 
| K 2 bur 


of Tn MN a 


N x 
4 y 


_ _— 
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nr 
but if any Wheels ſtop or be 
out of Order, (eſpecially the 
moſt conſiderable) the Curious 
Machine (though never ſoBeau- 
tiful to the Eye) will be of 
little Uſe and Service. 
The Application is very ea- 
ſie in the caſe before us. 

2. It all the preceeding Means 
to a general Reformation of 
Manners were well ſtrengthen- 
ed, and ſet on Work, as it 
would have its due effect, ſo in 

time it might be ſuppreſſed, and 
g take away the neceſſity of Pe- 
nal Laws againſt, or Tolera- 

tion for, very many Lay- Diſſen- 

ters: As to the Nonconfor- 

miſts; hear what Mr. B. ſaid 

long ago, The Biſhops Per- 

* ſonal doing of all their own 


* 


0 
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* proper Office Work, would 


c anſwer almoſt all that the 
© Moderate Non- conformiſts 
4 deſire in Church Government: 
e And he gives ſeveral Reaſons 
for it; and amongſt the reſt, 
chis I take to be the principal 


cc 
(c 
cc 


ce be üſed in a ſacred, 'ſerigiia 
* manner, with due Admont 
* tion, Inſtruction, Exhorta- 
*© tion, Prayer, which might 
B melt a Sinner into Roper 
tance. i 


And by aforeſaid Mr. B. 


tells the World, © That if ever 


© the Kingdom, Church and 


People, be reducd to Viſ- 
dom, Unity and Sobriety, 


N muſt be by Godly Kings 


#6: and Magiſtrates ; and by 
| 4 3 a * wile 


one, the Keys, we hope, would 


. * 
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6c ei and faithful Miniſters; 
and next, by Family Piety. 
And certainly, were ſubſtan- 
tial Religion generally promo- 
ted, by thoſe that ought and 
have Power to do it; and Vice 
only diſcountenanc' d, and Cir- 
cumſtantials in Religion not 
ſeverely preſs d, Multitudes of 
good Perſons would come into 
our Communion, and join 
heartily with us in Chriſt's 
Viney 4 (the Church ;) and 
how 23855 then, and . 
and impregnable, would our 
Church and State be; and how 
comfortably would "they in- 
fluence, cheriſh and ſupport 
each other! 
The keamed Bacon dou the 
cloſe | of his Conſiderations 
9 touch- 


WE: 1 
touching the Edification and 
Pacibesi0n of the Church of 
England, tells King James the 
Firſt, That he was perſwaded 
that the Papiſts themſelves 
00 ſhould not need ſo much 
* 'the Severity of Penal Laws, 
© if the Sword of the Spirit 
© were better edged by ſtrength- 
* ening the Authority, and 
60 * ſuppreſſing the Abuſes 1 in the 
7 Church. 5 
As for Papifts che Wiſdom 
of our Queen, and the Wit- 
dom of the Nation, in our 
lace Parliaments, have (it is to 
be hoped) wen effectual care 
to ſecure us againſt all their 
ee Encroachments, and 
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But if the ſtrengthening the 
Authority, and ſupprefling the 
Abuſes in the Church, might, 
in the Judgment of this learned 
Man, take off the neceſſity of 
Penal Laws againſt Papiſts: 
certainly much more would it 
do ſo as to ſeparating Prote- 
ſtants: I conceive it would 
bring many of them into the 
boſom of our eſtabliſh d Church, 
ſo that with one Heart, and one 
Soul, and all in one way, we 
ſhould glorifie Gd. 
And whether what is here 
publiſhed to the World, be not 
the direct plain way to ſtrength- 
en the Authority and Intereſt 
of our Church and State, and 
to ſuppreſs the many 2 
WW 


[ 137 1 | 
and to ſupply the Defects in tlie 
Church, and in the Magt- 


ſtracy, and conſequently the 


only. plain direct way to a 
general Reformation of Man- 


ners, the Author doth appeal 


to * Judgment of all enaly 
wiſe and good Men. 


And if there be any good 


Man diſſatisfied, let him ſhew 
a more Wilen and a more 


plain aſſured way, and ſuch as 
{hall be liable to fewer Exce- 


ptions and Difficulties, and 
with a due regard had to our 


ERabliſhment 1 in urch and 


State. | | * 
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To draw to a Genc 


As the Noble Lord Verulam told 
the 2 king, james i, 
Fir 
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Firſt; 670 © Thar with all ſincerity 
. of Heart, and to the beſt 
ce of his Underſtanding, he had 
given his Majeſty tribute of 
*::his Cares and nog 
in this Holy Buſineſs : 
this Author craves leave __— 
3 moſt excellent Majeſty. that 

hath emplo ployed his moſt Se- 
rious Thou: ghes how to ſerve 
his God wor his Church,; and 
your Majeſty too, in the great 
concern of our Religion, and 
the Peace and Happine of 
you Kingdoms. | f: 

And were the: Five} Coe - 
— here offered re- 
due d to Practice, (che Author 
is bold to 0 it would 
neh tend to God's Glory, 


and 


tap - 
and your Majeſty's Honour; 
Eaſe and Comfort; and. that 
(which I am ſure your Ma- 


more. the laſting Pee Cad 
Welfare of our Church and 
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A { Prayer for the Queen” 


Leſſed Lord, who haſt called 

Chriſtian ances" to the 
Diſenice of thy Faith, and haſt made 
it their Duty to Promote the Spi- 
ritual Welfare together with 
the temporal Intereſt of their Peo- 
ple, we acknowledge, with hum- 
ble and thank ful Hearts, thy great 
Goodneſs to us in ſetting thy Ser- 
vant our moſt Gracious Queen 0) over 
this Church and Nation; give her, we 
beſeech T hee, all thoſe Heavenly 
Graces that are requiſite for ſo 
high a Truft : Let theWork of Thee, 
Her God, proſper in Her Hands; 
let Her Eyes behold the Succeſs 
of Her Deſigns for the Service of 
thy true Religion eſtabliſhed a- 


monge 


r 
amongſt us; and male Her 4 
Bleſſed Inſtrument of protecting and 
advancing thy Truth wherever it is 
perſecuted and oppreſſed ; let Hy- 
pocriſy and Prophaneneſs, Superſti- 
tion and Idolatry, fly before Her 
Face. Let not Hereſies and falſe 
Dotrines diſturb the Peace of the 
Church; nor Schiſms and cauſe- 
leſs Diviſions weaken it; but grant 
us to be of One Dinars: and, One 
Mind in ſerving T bee our God, and 
obeying Her according to thy Will. 
And that theſe Bleſſings may be con- 
tinued to after Ages, make theQueen, 
we pray Thee, an happy Mother 
/ Children, whe being educated in 
thy true Faith and Fear, may hap- 
pi ſucced Her in the Government 
of theſe Kingdoms ; ſo me that are 
thy and 8 85 of thy Pa- 


ſtur ures, 


5 


7 142 4 
6, ſhall give Thee T bdnks for 
ver; and will always be ſhewing 
forth thy Praiſe from Generation 
to Generation. Amen. 
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The er or Collect bo all 
Orders of Men in our Holy 
Church. 


Lmighty and Everleting 
God, by whoſe Spirit the 
hole Body of the Church is Go- 
verned ad ſanctiſied, receive our 
Supplications and Prayers (which 
we offer before Thee for all Eſtates 
of Men in thy Holy Church) that 
every Member of the ſame, in his 
Vocation and Miniſtry, may Truly 
and Godly ſerve T bee, through our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus AP 
ed 


